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When Jesus Christ visited the Nephites after His resurrection,
He taught them about Zion and the greac Millennial Day to come.
He quoted the words of Isaiah and gave a beautiful promise:

“And all //fy childrern shall be ((z.{(_,y/ﬁ/ {/ the fé/'.{/
(ma{ gﬂ(’.m‘ 4.'/5({// é(_.’. r‘fﬁlf"/é{’(r(?c& ‘(y‘ﬁfy (%/%z‘/ﬂ(w. e

Those words mean even more to me now than they did ten years
ago when I first published A Meeting with the Principle. Since then,
I have come to feel more deeply just how much God cares about
the education of His children.

I still look back at the creation of this book as a miracle. It came
quietly to my mind, one chapter at a time. It wasn’t until it was
finished—and honestly. as I watched the years unfold afterward—
that I began to realize how profound the inspiration truly was.

George Q. Cannon understood these divine principles of education
deeply, and as his descendant, I feel a sacred responsibility to help
carry that vision forward.

My hope is that this book is more than just a message about
education. I hope it is an invitation to remember—to seek the Lord
in your learning, to build homes centered on truth, and to prepare
hearts for the day when Jesus Christ will reign as King and the earth

will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord.

X e

Editor, Millennial Standard Press
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INTRODUCTION L&%

. oy I remember feeling a ewinge of guilt that I had never even
(—'ﬂ]l? Millennial Instructor looked ar his teachings—thousands of words penned by

him, the best of his soul.

ALI CANNON EISENACH - EDITORIAL THOUGHTS He was bold. He was opinionated. And he sacrificed
R everything for the Lord. I admired his passion.
@ > As I poured over his writings, the words jumped off the
(0 Xy < Tlove to write, but writing is simply a tool pages and spoke to me in a powerful way. The timing was

(0 express my thnughts, feelings, and the signiﬁcant.
deepest impressions of my heart.

bl The circumstances in my life had sent me on a path seeking
I remember learning that words written | answers. I was brought to my knees in humility due to
down with the Spirit would bring chat some personal hardships, and I was ready to learn. T was
same Spirit back to its readers. This also looking for an answer to one very specific question—
idea has greatly influenced my decision
5 o) o write, but my underlying intentionis | A question that my great-great-great-grandfather could
)8 simply wo inspire my children and future hopefully answer, a question I never, ever thought I would
g posterity—to give them direction and have to ask.
guidance, and most importantly, to turn
their hearts to God. Bur what if it was all How should my children be educated?
in vain?
This question arose when my six-year-old daughter was
\_; What if my children and grandchildren never having screaming meltdowns when I dropped her off at
picked up the words I had written? What if they school. She would cry uncontrollably as I left her, flailing
never considered my thoughts" What if the deepest in the arms of her first-grade teacher.
Impfe‘i‘““ns Of rl‘l\,' he‘lrt satina bOOk on a du‘il—)r ﬁhel_f‘
unopened for more than a hundred years? She was a peaceful, happy child at home, but her anxiety at

school was causing me great uneasiness.
It is painful to think about, really.

This personal struggle brought me to my knees, led me to
I remember picking up a book that contained the teachings | prayer, and then to this dusty old book on my shelf.

OF mv greﬂt‘greﬂt‘greﬂt grﬂﬂdfﬂther I remember [he dﬂv I

dusted off the cover and began to flip through his writings. =~ Maybe education deserved a second look.

Maybe God did, in fact, have an opinion about the way
His children should be educated.

T was x'e(z@/ to Jind ouwt.




‘MEETING WITH THE ‘PRINCIPLE

.3 Ever since Addy was born, she had been extremely cautious
(—!ﬂ]l’ Millennial Instructor of the world around her. So going away to school for an
entire day felt about as unnacural as sending her off to
college at age six. She worried about assignments, reading
ALI CANNON EISENACH - EDITORIAL THOUGHTS in front of her peers, and even using the restroom during
class. She worried about who to play with at recess, what
shoes to wear, and which friends to sit with at lunch. Every
morning was a struggle.

1 ‘_

. I 22 .

I have always been an “idea” person, but some

ideas have proven to be better than others. - . -
I tried to pretend that everything was okay, but after

several months, my conscience began to nag at me. This
struggle sent me on a path iooking for answers. I learned
quickly that when you ask questions with real intent, God
will indeed deliver answers.

I once had a brilliant idea chat landed me

right in the principal’s office.

After participating in a softball fundraiser

h irelessly | l | d bags of potz :
(w e RS Pm | A short while later, I met an inspiring friend named Kris.

Kris was a devout Christian, and she loved the Lord. She
was well-educated—a thinker, a leader, a published author
—and surprisingly, a homeschool mom. Weird!

. gi.m[ rolls ()F()rangt stu_kers. Fhe c()lm'
> O orange just happened to be my high school’s

1 signature color, and I thought it would be

fun to pass out a few million stickers to the

stisdent body: I admired her passion for life and for God. She spoke of

Jesus Christ with reverence in everyday conversation. She
loved the Lord and was a “doer” of the word—not just a

It seemed like a harmless idea at the time, and : s, e
“hearer.” She intrigued me.

J Dbesides, it was Fridﬂy... game day!

I started wondering why I lacked this kind of enthusiasm
for the Good Lord. Didn’t Nephi teach us to, “...calk of
Christ, rejoice in Christ, and preach of Christ.”[1]

My friend Kris feasted upon the Bible, enjoying every
lictle morsel of wisdom. I, on the other hand, had a buffec
of knowledge at my fingercips—which I only nibbled on
occasionally.

Well, apparently the brlght orange stickers that I Lhoughl
would go on the students’ faces and arms ended up
plaslered all over lockers, exit signs, restroom stalls,
mirrors, and ceilings.

A short while lacer, 1 got the dreaded call over the
intercom. “Please send Ali Cannon to the principal’s
office.” My heart clroppecl out of my chest. | slowly stood
up from my desk and made the long walk down the hall to
have...A meeting with the principal.

I was curious about the way Kris scudied her seriptures, so
I began asking her questions to uncover her secrets. She
taught me something I will never forget—a word that I had
heard a million times but never considered the depth of its

I opened the door to the principal’s office and took my seat ; ol
meaning. A Principle.

in front of his oversized desk. My head hung in shame, and
elephqnt tears welled up in my eyes as | listened to him

s w = Sas P Rl = o T i R o
lecture me about my poorly thought-out idea. Do you understand what a principle is?” she asked.

It was a meeting with the principal [ wish I could have Hmmm... I think 50, I said, but I wondered why.
avoided, but sometimes a meeting with the printipal is just
what you need. It sets you straight and helps you re-
evaluate your big ideas.

She asked me a hypothetical question: “Do you think that
when you see the Lord face-to-face on judgment day, He
will sit you down with a multlple—choue test to evaluate

o 3 P
Ten years later, I had another meeting with the principal— youL know ledge of the sc riptures!

but chis was a different meeting, and a differenc kind of

principle.

I started to imagine the sweat that would pool on my
forehead if I were required to take a scriprure final exam

to pass through the pearly gates. Surely, I would fail!
Test-taking has never been one of my strong suits. @

I was now a busy stay-at-home mom, juggling the
demands of three small children. We were living in

Colorado, where my daughter, Addy, was attending vick] L “NOI" to her | ee_r
‘Pl.ll')ll(_ school. She was half'w'w through her ﬁrqt—gmde I quickly answered, “NO!” to her hypothetica %

year, but there was only one probiem. She haced it! question. It seemed absurd that God would test our

knowledge of the scriptures in such a way. S




She thcn said, “God will probably not ask you the name
of the prophet who was thrown into the lion’s den, where
he lived, and the year it happened—but He will want to

’ know if you learned and applied the principles taught in
the story.”

Kris then asked, “So what principles do you think God is
trying to teach us with the story of Daniel?”

“Well," I said, “obviously Daniel felt it was important to
trust in God, even in the face of great persecution, and he
also showed great faich and used the power of prayer.”
“Ok, good! So now you have three principles to work with
—trust in God, faich, and prayer.”

“Now ask yourself if you are applying these principles in
your life. If you are not applying them, how can you more
fully apply them and how can you make these principles a
part of your everyday life? Yes, Daniel’s story is inspiring,
but if we only learn the story and never apply the
principles, we are missing the point of the scriptures,” she
explained.

God uses the scriptures to teach us correct principles, that
we might understand and apply them in every area of our
life! We need to apply true principles in our relationships,
families, businesses, education, daily habits, how we spend
our time and our money. Everything we do should be
governed by true and correct principles!

Listening to Kris cxplain the value of principles was like
a lighc bulb turning on in Ty head. She quoted Thomas
Jefferson when he said to, “...lay down true principles and
adhere to them mﬂcxlhlv"‘[z] I started to realize that true
and correct principles are the guideposts that lead us
through the tests, challenges and opportunities of life.

This “principle paradigm shift” opened my eyes to the
wisdom of the scriptures, the words of the prophets, and
the truth written in the best books. We have been taught
to read out of the best books, because they contain true
principles. The value lies not in the story, per se, but in the
principles hidden among the words.

I began pondering a few important principles—faith, hope,
charity, responsibility, family, prayer, agency, and others—
and tried to overlay each one onto my own life. Did the
principle fit? Was I cruly living it and governing my life by
its precepts?

My mind expanded over the next few months as I adapted

my scripture study and book reading to the sole purpose of

uncovering true and correct principles. This new level of
understanding gave me a greater desire to feast upon the
words of Christ.

Then one day, I came across a principle that caused an
earthquake of paradigm shifts in my heart and mind!
Throughout this learning process, I started noticing

%littlc miracles in my life.

R
People were showing up at the exact moment to teach
me the lessons I was ready to learn. Sincere prayers
were being answered with perfect timing, business ideas
were sparking, my creativity was flowing, and 1

began to notice more fully a divine hand orchestrating
opportunities and growth in my life. And then it hit me..

God is real.

I know, I know—it’s simple, right? You probably believe
that God is real, but those words came forcefully to my
heart: “GOD... IS... REAL!" He is my Father in Heaven,
and Jesus Christ is His Son. He is governing the course of
my life. I could see it. I could feel it.

I pondered and pondered upon this principle, and I began
asking myself the hard questions.

What is my purpose? Am I teaching my children that God
is real and living that truth in my everyday life? Because I
know He is real. And if this principle is true, how do I
apply it to the education of my children? I started to
wonder if public schools supported this principle.

I wrote down the questions floating around in my head to
see if I could find some clarity.

* Do public schools teach that God is real?

* Do they teach righteousness and faith in God?

« Can teachers openly speak about God?

* Do schools teach about prayer?

e Do they teach from the scriptures or about God’s hand
in the founding of this country?

* Do they teach the divine creation of the world?

I threw my hands in the air. I began to realize the question
might not be, “How do I get my daughter to accept public
school?” But racher (with my knees buckling), it might be,
“What in the world am I going to do if I cannot accept
public school for my children?”

So, I took the long walk down the hall to my bedroom, put
my elbows on the edge of my bed, fell to my knees, and
asked the Lord to have... A meeting with “The Principle.”

It was a meeting I never expected. But sometimes a
meeting with the principle is just what you need. It sets
you straight and helps you re-evaluate your ideas in a
very... big... way.

o $ o
“The greatest obstacle that has ever opposed the spread of
truth and the diffusion of correct principles is the traditions of
the people. The people have not yet learned the lessons which
the experience of the past should have taught them. They have
not yet learned that every tradition must be uprooted and
that when God speaks and commands, even if it should be

contrary to everything that tradition may make dear, there g ;

is no other course but to obey.” [3] -George Q. Cannon

FRE5E




“MEETING WITH &IX ‘MORE PRINCIPLES
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L 0% After my initial meeting with “The
L=, Principle,” I felc prompted by the
Spirit to study the topic of education.

I had always been under the impression
5 * that public schools were the acceptable
éd)a’at.mdard for Latter-day Saints, but I began
> to wonder if public education in the
twenty-first century had possibly become a
“tradition of our fachers” rather than an
) effective means of educating our children the
way God intended.... I needed more insight.

" A book on my shelf caught my eye—Gospel Truth:
The Teachings of George Q. Cannon, compiled by
Jerreld L. Newquist.

I pulled the book down, blew off the dust, and made myself

comfortable on the couch. I began digging through the
teachings of George Q. Cannon, looking for answers to my
questions about education.

I had always admired George Q. Cannon and the life he
had lived, mo«tlv because my maiden name was Cannon
and I was pmud to be his direct descendant. But I quickly
learned there was much more to this man than I had ever
realized.

George Q. Cannon was truly passionate about the gospel of

Jesus Christ. He was called as an Apostle at the young age
of thirty-three, and by the time he was forty, he was
serving in the First Presidency as a counselor to Brigham
Young following the death of Parley P. Pratt. Cannon later
served as first counselor to the next three successive
Presidents of the Church: John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff,
and Lorenzo Snow.

He also served numerous missions for the Church and was

a five-time territorial delegate to the United States

Congress. He was an influential writer, editor, publisher,

and founder of Cannon & Sons, the publishing company

that later became what is now Deseret Book. Everything he

did was with an eye single to the glory of God, and his life
was a witness of it.

I hoped in my heart that George Q. Cannon had left
me just a liccle insight about education.

Attempting to read 500 pages of Gospel Truth felc daunting,
s0 I turned to the index and searched the topic of
education.

To my surprise, I found an entire chapter highlighting
George Q. Cannon’s teachings about educadion. I quickly
turned to chapter 43, “True Education: Literature for the
Saints,” and began combing through each paragraph,
hoping to gain some insight. Then I scumbled across this
statement...

“No system of education can be perfect which does not
teach the principle of righteousness and faith in God.
Learning has not saved the world, neither can it save it.

No man by wisdom ever found God and men may seudy all
their lives and acquire all the knowledge and worldly
wisdom that is within the reach of the human mind and yet
be utterly destitute to the true knowledge of God.

It is of urmost importance that our children should, in the
first place, be taught faith in God. This cannot be left out
of our system of education. Every child in our midst should
be taught how to obrtain a knowledge of God; this should
be the cornerstone and foundation of all education.”[1]

George Q. Cannon did not mince words. He made his
point very clear. He said, “...a knowledge of God should be
the cornerstone and foundation of ALL education.”

I was surprised by his bold perspective and began
wondering if this had once been the original counsel from
Church leaders. If it was, then when had it changed—and
why?

I kept reading, searching for answers.

I learned that George Q. Cannon believed children should
be taught faith in God even before learning to read and
write. He believed parents held the primary responsibility
for the education of their children and chat it was a sacred
stewardship not to be taken lighely.[2]

I was beglnmng to see that George Q. Cannon had a very
strong opinion about the way children should be educated,
and it sparked my curiosity. T wondered why he was so
passionate about the subject.

In my spare time, I began combing through history books,
trying to uncover more about Cannon’s role in education.
One book, in particular, answered a myriad of questions:
Revealed Educational Principles and the Public Schools by
Jack Monnett. In it, Monnett paints a vivid picture of :
the educational climate during the early days of the

O=57D.,

L%P

Utah Territory.




‘MEETING WITH_&IX ‘MORE “PRINCIPLES

I was surprmed to discover that George Q. Cannon was not
only concerned about education, but he was, in fact, one of
the main authorities on the hublegt! J.u_k Monnett says:

“President Cannon had been one of the chief leaders of the
church school movement. As Presidenc Woodruff's first
counselor, he had worked hand in hand with the prophet
to bring about a celestial education program that they and
all the General Board agreed was a necessary step in
creating Zion among the Sﬂints.""[‘;]

I realized that the leaders of the Church were firm in their
views regarding education—George Q. Cannon was not
alone.

Brigham Young, John Taylor, and Wilford Woodruff
believed children should receive an education that
included God. They felt strongly that separating spiritual
learning from secular learning would ultimately be
detrimental to the rising generation.

Brigham Young once told Karl G. Maeser:

“I want you to remember that you ought not to teach even
the qlpl‘nbel or the multlphm[mn tables without the Spirit

of God.”[4]

The leadership of the Church set out to create an
environment where this type of learning was accessible to
the Saints. They established church schools and selected
morally upright teachers to instruce the children. Every
f:lmily that participated was required to pay a small cuition
in order to cover the teacher’s salary.

But, unfortunacely, many Saints failed to meet their

-
obhgatmm and church schools erugglLd to stay afloar.
When “free schools” became available in the form of
Protestant schools and discrict schools, the Saints
pref'erred the lacter (even though the prophets warned
them abourt the d:mgers of free schools).[5]

George Q. Cannon said in this regard: “There are parents
who are very favorable to their children receiving
education, but appear to be indifferent as to the character
of the teaching which they receive. They do not seem to
place any value on their children bemg taught the
prmupleq of their religion. Apparently, therefore, they
would as soon their children be taught in schools or
colleges where religion is entirely ignored...

The Latter-day Saints have forsaken ever\r[hmg for their

religion. fhe\' have been willing to die for it... how
persons who have had these Feelmgs concerning religion
in their own case can be so careless as to expose their

children to inﬁdelit}_-‘ seems a great myster}-'." [6]

Because of the assertions of George Q. Cannon, I started to
reconstruct my ()riginal beliefs about education. 1 beg:m o
wonder what principles should govern education.

Jack Monnett explains in his book, Revealed Educational
Principles and the Public Schools:

“Celestial principles are the key, and fortunately they are
the easiest to identify. They are endless, always consistent,
and found [hroughout the scriptures and in the words of
living prophets. Joseph Smith said that once understanding
correct principles, we would be able to govern ourselves...”

Monnett continues:

“That is true. Every motive, every thought, every idea,
every attitude is based on prmc1ple “Why do I do what I
do? W hy do I think what I cthink? Honest answers provide
keys to our principles, and Latter-day Saints are given
more sources from which to select and learn correct
principles than others on the earth. Once they are

iscovered and understood, they should be our primary
di d and und d, they should b P
guides to self-governance.”[7]

Now that I understood the power nfprinciples, it was time
to put public school to the “principle” test. 1 narrowed it
down to six.

H1 Responsibilitv Who is ultimately resp(msible for the
educatdion of mv children?
Iam.

#2 Agency —Who makes the decision about curriculum,
books, and worldview from which my chi ldren are taught?
My husband and I are.

#3 Family —How important is it that my children receive
an education that supports the family (in theory and in
practice)?

Very important!

#4 Scriptures —Am I willing to disregard the truth of
God’s word in the process of education?

No.

#5 Prayer —Am [ willing to send my children into an
environment where prayer is illegnl?
No.

#6 Faith —How important is it that my children learn to
trust God as they pursue their education?
Essential!

As I studied the words of George Q. Cannon and
Pondered upon these principles, I found myself at a
very unexpected crossroad.

55
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I had humbly asked in prayer, “How should my children be
educated?” Then, serendipimusly, the teachings of my
great—gre:lt—great—grandfather fell into my lap.

After meeting with the next six prineiples, 1 could see thac
public school was not going to pass the “principle” test.

So I did the unthinkable.

I went down to my daughter’s school, signed the papers,
and took her out.

Within a d:ly, Addy was back to her happy, creative self.
She set up her own classroom in the basement, where she
could work on her creative projects. She spent hours and
hours reading and learning about horses, pretending and
playing, and rediscovering her happy place. She hugged me

and thanked me every d:ly for letting her come home.

Over the next two years, [ put my nose to the books with
the desire to piece together this education puzzle. I felt
impressed to share my thoughts in a clear essay to help my
famil}' and friends understand my decision to homeschool.

Lace one night, I pulled out my laptop, and the thoughts
beg:m to flow. Scriptures, talks, and quotes came back to
my memory as | pieced together an essay explaining the
history of education in America.

Ten pages later, it was done, and I cicled ic...

Education: A Manifesto

A closer look at public schools in America—
and why Latter-day Saints should take back the
responsibility of educating their children

I couldn’t help but think that George Q. Cannon would be
proud of my decision to research and share the history of
education.

Divine education was, in fact, his passion. And
surprisingly...

7 s ==

T was becomnpg nune loo.

“To obtain the highest conception of the calling of man and
woman in the capacity of parents, one must look upon them
from an educational point of view, for from no other does
the grandeur of this sacred relationship so well present itself
to the mind, with all its intricate complexity. The home is
the sanctuary of the human race, where each generation is
consecrated for its life’s mission. The parents are the high
priests, responsible to God for the spirit of their ministry.”[8]

—Karl G. Maeser

Responsibility

Family

Scriptures
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A closer look at public schools in America—
and why Latter-day Saints should take back the
responsibility of educating their children

. + Q2SO .

If knowledge is power, then why do the
powerful often try to restrict knowledge"'
Many kings and leaders throughout time
have tried to keep certain information
out of the hands of the common man.
Some withheld religious writings,
others kept people in ignorance by
restricting learning and reading, and
even resorted to the burning of books.

During the Dark Ages in Europe, a
handful of brave men began to wake up
to their censored reality; the realicy that

certain truths were being withheld. Their
goal was simple—inform the people.

I They only needed one book—the Holy Bible.

Since the Bible was written in ancient languages such as
Hebrew and Greek, very few ordinary people could read it
for themselves. Most teaching was controlled by the
religious and political authorities of the day—but that was
soon to change.

Once the common man gained access to God’s word, a
desire for freedom set fire within his soul. He began to
understand that life was a gift from God, that his rights
came from God, and that all men are created equal. Living
in slavery, ignorance, and deception was never God’s plan.
This new understanding was powerful. At first, it was only
a few people who rebelled, then families, and eventually
entire villages. That passion for truth and freedom carried
over into the New World.

When the Pilgrims and Puritans set foot on American soil,
they took it upon themselves to teach their children from
the Holy Bible. Fresh in their minds were the stories of
Martin Luther, William Tyndale, and other revolutionaries
who had risked their reputations, their freedom, and even
their lives to provide access to God’s word. They also
understood that freedom was dependent upon teaching
the next generation.

229

Education in early America was centered in God. Children
learned principles of honesty, charity, faith, stewardship,
responsibility, morality, self-government, and the golden
rule. Reading, writing, and arithmetic were also taught
from the Bible. It was upon this foundation that the
Constitution of the United States was escablished.[1]

TRUST NO ONE TO BE YOUR TEACHER...
EXCEPT HE BE A MAN OF GOD. —MOSIAH 23:14

The Framers of the Constitution understood the
importance of education. They also felt strongly that the
federal government should not be involved in the
education process. Ezra Taft Benson stated:

“There is absolutely nothing in the Constitution which

authorizes the federal government to enter into the field of

education. Furthermore, the Tenth Amendment states:
‘The powers not delegated to the United States
Government are reserved to the States respectively, or to
the people.” Nothing could be more clear. It is
unconstitutional for the federal government to exercise
any authority over education.”[2]

When America was in its infancy, parents were blessed
with the opportunity to educate their own children or
select private or local schools. In a free-market society, this
is ideal. Parents can send their children (and money) to
schools that teach the same values and provide quality
teachers. Schools that miss the mark would fail. Public
education, as it is offered today, is not based on choice.
One cannot select the curriculum or the teacher, and every
homeowner is forced by law to support public schools
through the payment of property tax. Brigham Young
declared, “I am opposed to free education as much as I am
opposed to taking property from one man and giving it to
another. . .. Would I encourage free schools by taxation?
NO!“['_;]

Alma the Elder also knew firsthand the deception that
could be instilled upon a people when a nation was
governed by wicked men, for he himself fell victim to this
illusion. He said, “. . . trust no one to be your teacher, nor
your minister, cxu:pt he be a man of God, walking in his
ways and keeping the commandments.”[4]

GoD’S HAND IN THE FOUNDING OF AMERICA

Education in the early days of America was centered in
God. The Founding Fathers understood the power of
divine providence and natural laws that governed
mankind. There are many accounts of faith and miracles
during the Revolutionary War and the founding of this
country, but these stories are not found in textbooks or
taught in public schools. Here are a few important
stories that are often missed in history class.

s
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At 81 years ofﬂge Benjamin Franklin was in attendance at This 1‘cform:1ti0n‘ will advance with the other )

the Constitutional Convention. When the delegates began improvements of the human mind, but too late for me to

to disagree on certain points, he reminded them that witness it.”[7]

during the War for Independence they had prayed

regularly to God in that very hall. He said: As Latter-day Saints, we know that God’s hand was in the

Reformation, the Enlightenment, the Revolutionary War,

“Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously and the founding of this country. But do we educate our

answered! Have we forgotten that powerful Friend, or do children in these important truths? The Lord Himself said,

we imagine that we no longer need His assistance? I have “I established the Constitution of this land by the hands of

lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more wise men, whom I raised up unto this purpose.”[8]

convincing prnofs I see of this cruch, that God governs in

the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the Do our children understand chat America is a covenant

ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire land and that the Constitution is inspired? President

can rise without His aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the Benson said, “We must appreciate that we live in one of

sacred writings that ‘except the Lord build they labor in history’s most exceptional moments—in a nation and a

vain that build it I firmly believe this; and I also believe time of unprecedented freedom. Freedom as we know it

that without His concurring aid we shall succeed in chis has been CXRCI‘ICI‘IL&‘d by perhaps less than one percent of

political lmilding no better than the Builders of Babel.”[5] the human f5‘“"1“}.'-“[9'

Durmg the French and Indian War, the young George
Washington was attacked lw gu nfire at close range, but
miraculously he was not killed. For fifteen years, the Indian

EARLY LEADERS OF THE CHURCH AND EDUCATION

chiefsough{ him out, searching for the R O In 1830, with freedom of religion guaranteed in America,

f o oriteeb heaven. The Tndianchict said: God’s Church was restored to the earch. Although
persecutions raged and Latcer-day Saint families were

“I am chief and ruler over my tribes. My influence extends uprooted, they continued to teach their children from the

to the wiaters obihic Creat Lalkes and 1o the Giv Blie Bible and the Book of Mormon. When the Saints settled in

Mountains. I have traveled a long and weary path chat I Utah, chur::'h schools were established. (Jeorg;e. Q. Cannon

might see the young warrior of the great batele Ttwas on was at the forefront of education and had a firm conviction

the day when the white man’s blood mixed with the that children should have every opportunity for learning.

streams of our forest that I first beheld this chief His stance was clear:

[Washmgtnn]. ... 1 called o my young men and said, _ : )

‘Quick, let your aim be certain, and he dies.’ Our rifles “No system of education can be perfect which does not

were leveled—rifles which, but for you, knew not how to teach the principle of righteousness and faich in God.

miss—'twas all in vain. A power mightier far than we Learning has not saved the world. It is of utmost

shielded you. . .. I am come to pay homage to the man who | importance that our children should, in the first place, be

is the particular favorite of Heaven, and who can never die | taught faith in God. This cannot be left out of our system

in bactle.”[6] of education.”[1o0]

Thomas Jefferson, whom many criticize for not George Q. Cannon fulfilled prophecy by writing some of

suberlbmg to one QPELIBL rehgi(m ()lwu)mlv had a dtep the first textbooks for L -““'r’d-“’ Saint children. He

desirevo nnderstand trathand hoped forthe d«l\' that understood that ALL‘ leamlnb. ALL blesamgb. and ALL

Chriscs true churchwold berestored. He said- opportunities come from God, and that learning should be

centered in Christ and His teachings. Education was based
“IL hold the precepts of Jesus, as delivered by Himself, co be | on these ideals in the early days of the Church, but that

the most pure, benevolent, and sublime which have ever was soon to change.

been preached to man. I adhere to the principles of the '

first age; and consider all subsequent innovations as In 1894, Utah was ct_)nsidcred for statehood through the

corruptions of this religion, having no foundation in what Enabling Act. The federal government gave U_tﬂh an

-ame from Him. . . . If the freedom of religion, guaranteed ultimatum: statehood woulc} be granted, but free schools

t0 us by law in theory, can ever rise in practice under the would have to be available for all children. The prophet |
overbearing inquisition of public opinion, truth will and :lpOSt.‘le SP?kC out Stl'(‘“g_l,\." against such an idcf‘- The ¢
prevail over fanaticism, and the genuine doctrines of leaders of the Church could foresee the danger in free, 5

Jesus, so long perverted by his pseudo-priests, will again government-sponsored education and tried to warn the

l')e rest()red to [heir Originﬂl pur":v Saints. But t]‘lt’.‘ peOplC did not list(i'rl.llll
ERETEHN|

10



e
_@DUCATION—A ‘MANIFESTO ‘ﬁ%

Many have wondered, “What is the Problem with free
education? It seems like a noble cause. ” History has shown
thac systems of government that gradu ally seek to gain
power : and control will eventually institute free schools.
Aristotle said, “All who have meditated on the art of
governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of
empires depends on the education of youth.”[12]

Karl Marx believed that “free schooling” was such an

impnrtant component of communism that he named ic one

of the ten planks of The Communist Ma niﬁ’sm. Although you

mavy think our schools in America could never be used for
o

such a purpose, President Ezra Taft Benson warned chat it

was pussible:

“Should the education system ever fall into the hands of
the in-power political faction, or into the hands of an
obscure but tightly knit group of prnfessi(mal social
reformers, it could be used not for education, but
indocrrinﬂtitm.“[l';]

HUMANISM

After the passage of the 16th Amendment in 1913, the
American financial and educacional landscape beg:m to
change dramatically. During this same permd large tax-
exempt foundations established l)y wes lltl‘l} induscrialists
such as Rockefeller and Carnegie began exerting increasing
influence on education, media, and public policy in
America. Cricics later ¢ .lrgued that these foundations
allowed concentrated wealth to shape American
institutions in l)()\verful ways while operating with
significant tax advantages. [14]

Public education was now being funded and sponsured by
large corporations. People grew suspicious of their
motivations, including Tennessee Representative Carroll
Reece. A enngressinnal investigation took plaee in 1954 and
pr(wided derailed information about the motivations of
these large corporations. The committee’s findings were
shocking, to say the least. Here are just a few examples
from the 2,000-page investigation:

o The power of the individual large foundation is
enormous.

o It can exercise various forms of patronage that carry
with them elements of thought control.

¢ [t can exert immense influence on educational
inscitutions, the educational process, and educators.

e Itis capahle of invisible coercion through the power of
its purse.

* It can materially predetermine the development of
social and political concepts.

S,

« Itis a system that is antithetical to American
principles.

e Itinduces educators to become agents for social
change.

It promotes collectivism.

* It promotes internationalism directed toward world
government.

* and more...

Although the findings were conclusive—that large
corporations, such as the Rockefeller, Carnegie, and Ford
foundations, were influencing the goals and direction of
public education—there was nothing “illegal” about their
agenda. As a result, the committee’s findings were never
brought to the public’s attencion.[15]

The question remains: Why do big businesses,
corporations, and the wealthy elite have an incerest in the
education of our children? There are two main reasons.
Woodrow Wilson gave the first when he said:

“We want one class of persons to have a liberal education,
and we want another class of persons, a very m uch larger
class, of necessity in every society, to forgo the privileges of
a liberal education and fit themselves to perform specific
difficule manual casks.”[16]

Simply put . ..

Corporations need workers (and not necessarily the
“factory worker” you might imagine on an assembly line).
They need people to work in schools, hospitals, banks,
corporate chains, government agencies, universities, etc.
They need individuals who will follow instructions, be on
time, and not complain. In the book Linchpin, Seth Godin
states, “It is not an accident that school is like a job, not an
accident that there are supervisors and rules and tests and
quality control. You do well, you get another job (the next
grade), and continue to do well and you get a REAL job.
Do poorly, don’ fit in, rebel—and you are kicked out of
the system.”[17] This new “factory” model of education was
put into place in the early 1900s.

And the second reason is. . .

Foundations seek centralized power through corporations.
Corporations do not benefit from a free-market society,
and it would greatly benefit their bottom line if people
bought into a collective system.

Thomas Jefferson was an outspoken critic of the

centralized power of corporations. He said, “I hope we 5
shall crush . . . in its birth the aristocracy of our moneyed %
corporations, which dare already to challenge our
government to a trial of strength and bid defiance
to the laws of the country.”

e
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He warned the people not o put cheir faich in “the selfish * People are foolish who look to Christ for redemption.
spirit of commerce that knows no country, and feels no * Religion ties you down, oppresses you, and keeps you
passion or principle but that of gain. 18] from thmkmg frcel\'

« Death is the end—no eternal consequences.

America was built on a free-market societjy Tod‘l\ more

than two hundred years after the founding of this country, John Dewey promoted humanism as a national way of life.
corporations have a chokehold on the economy. Bi Humanists believe they are doing America’s children a
businesses generate billions of dollars, fall into debt, and favor by eroding their faith in God and replacing it with
look to the government (which is the people, right?) to bail hope in their own efforts. Dewey was a strong advocate of
them out. Citizens who are thinkers and leaders would not | evolution and believed that science, political policy, and
naturally buy into such a system. government are continually evolving—and that people
S should evolve with them. Dewey is praised by academia as
They must be trained. one of the greatest philosophers of the twentieth century,
and his godless ideals have helped lay the foundation for
Once corporations had their foot in the classroom door, today’s national curriculum. Tn JOhn Dewey’s Pedagogic
they needed an education spokesman and advocate to Creed, he writes:
implement their plan. Who did they choose? None other
than John Dewey, a philosopher and framer of The “I believe that every teacher should realize the dignity of
At Mamfc'sm John Dewey also wrote an essay his :.allmg that he is a social servant set apart for the -
entided “How We Think? In his essay, Dewey states that maintenance of proper social order and the securing of the
hiere are twomain readblocksto thmkmg and learning: right social growth. I believe that in this way the teacher is
always the prophet of the true God and the usherer in of
o A bbb Cod wd the true kingdom of God.”[21]

¢ Parents who teach their children values

John Dewey was an atheist, so we must ask ourselves,
, . 2 “What kingd i he tallcine - 9

Dewey believed that education and schooling are What kingdom is he talking about

instrumental in creating social ch:mge and reform.
S ;
Many concerned Latter-day Saints have sensed something

S0, what 1s Himnanism? Humanism is 2 worldview sxd was wrong in the public education system but could never
Tl v 3 a 1 anie ie 1eQ
moral philosophy that considers humans to be of primary quite pur their finger on it. Humanism is the issue. I
Impnrmme—that nan 18 the niaster of himself and cha cannot overstate the danger that humanism presents to our
universe. The doctrine emphasizes a person’s capacity for children, our ‘{3““11‘:5* and our society. The entire
self-realization through reason and scientific methods. It phllOSE)l_‘!]‘l_\_-' of humanism stands in direct UPHOMLIRLD
al ™~ =
also rejects religion and the supernacural.[19] God, for God did not counsel us to seek first our own

selfish desires, but to seek firse the kingdom of God.

Basically, the philosophy of Humanism would have men be
- = - = - -~ 3 Ty g o e 1 T 3 3 Ty o kk,; -3 i e ”
their own gods. It denies the salvation of God and replaces Korihor was a humanist. His teachings were *anti-Christ,

it with the salvation of man: “Men prosper by their own or “without Christ.” Korihor challenged Alma, claiming

i 3 1 oy =Y o
genius.” In the Book of Mormon, Korihor told the that there was no God, thaf rcl{g1011 S SSOPPTCRe and
Nepf‘utes, s oot Be it atonetient maids T that the people should be free from Chribtidn traditions
the sins of men, but every man fared in this life according and covenants. He repeatedly asked for a “sign” until
to the management of the creature; therefore every man finally he was struck dumb. Korihor admitted that he had
prospered according to his genius, and that every man been deceived by Satan and that he taught these
conquered according to his strength . . "[20] philosophies because they were pleasing unto the carnal

mind.[22]

John Dewey and Korihor would agree on numerous points: _ -
When we hear the word “anti-Christ,” we shudder ac the

¢ There is 110 God. which mears 1o six. thought. We imagine an evil villain in direct opposition to

e Do whatever makes you feel good. the Church, or an oppressive dictator seeking to take over

e Don’t be tied down lw the traditions of your parents. the world. Of course, we would never follow such

* You prosper auordmg t0 your gemus—fnllnw o teachings or believe such propaganda. Satan knows that, so
bliss. Don’t worry about getting married, l-mvmg . he uses more deceptive methods. The question remains: ¢
i - = 1Y “‘ - - 3 -1+ g 1 ot B Thd 1 3
family, or raising children. Just seek after your career, Has Satan cunningly slipped his “anti-Christ” teachings

status, and personal interests. into the education system without members of the
Church even questioning it?

I

Hso




H. Verlan Andersen was a General Authority and a
professnr at BYU, with law degrees from Stanford and
Harvard. He had personal insight into the education
system and the laws governing it. He said:

“If evolution, atheism, marterialism, socialism, and similar
philosophies of men, which are being taught by the puhlic
schools mday are not the doctrines of Satan, one will find
it difficule to identify a set of teachings better calculated to
serve his purposes. And if socialized education is not the
cunning plan to spread these false teachings, one will also
find it difficult ro design a plan which does the job more
effectively and cnmpletely. And if this is his plan, he
‘deceivech the whole world.™[23]

And lastly, President Boyd K. Packer agreed that
humanism was having a detrimental effect on the school
system. In speaking to the David O. McKay School of
Education at BYU, he said:

“In many pl.lLes it is literally not safe physically for
youngsters to go to school. And in many schools it is
l)ecnmmg almost generally true that it is spiricually unsafe
to attend publlr_ schools. Look back over the hiscory of
education to the turn of the century and the begmnmg of
educational philosophies. Pr’lgmamm and humanism were
among the early ones, and [hey branched out into a
number of other philosophies which have led us now into a
circumstance where our schools are proclucing the
problems that we face."[24]

CURRICULUM TODAY

We have seen the pu blic education system in America take
a spiraling downward turn over the last fifey years. God has
been taken out of the classroom, and school—spomored
prayer has been ruled unconstitutional. Christmas and
Easter have become “the hnhdn\m and “ spring break” in
the name of acceptance and world peace. Millions of
dollars are pnured into a system that is nothmg more than

a sinking ship.

In a last-dicch effort to save Public education—or more
ficed ngly, to reform it—the federal government steadily

exp:mdecl its role in educacion through a series of major
initiatives and laws: [25]

 The Elementary and Secondary Educauon Act (1965)
Marked the beginning of significant federal involvement
in local education, shifting influence away from families
and communities.

» The Goals 2000: Educate America Act (1994)

Introduced national education goals, moving toward a more
. 8 S

standardized vision of what children should learn and

e
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* The School-to-Work Opportunities Act (1994)
Emphasized preparing students for the workforce,
reinforcing an education model centered on economic
productivity.

 The No Child Left Behind Act (2001)
Expanded federal oversight through standardized testing
and accountability measures, increasing control over
curriculum and outcomes.

¢ The Every Student Succeeds Act (2015)
Returned some authority to the states, but maintained
the structure of federal standards and continued emphasis
on measurable performance.

In the book Fed Ed, Allen Quist writes, “The overall effect
of these interconnected bills was that state and local
governments could no longer determine education policy
in the United States, including the curriculum—even
though the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
stipulates that education is reserved for state and local
governments.”[26]

So now, who determines the curriculum?

Measures such as H.R. 6 and related federal initiatives
directed funding toward centralized programs and
organizations, including groups like the Center for Civic
Education. With funding comes influence—and over time,
that influence has extended into curriculum development,
standards, and classroom priorities.

So, what does this new curriculum look like? To simplify,
it is organized around themes—threads that run through
nearly every subject. Allen Quist identifies them as:

¢ Undermining national sovereignty

* Redefining natural rights

e Minimizing nacural law

* Promoting environmentalism

* Requiring multiculturalism

* Restructuring government

* Redefining education as job skills [27]

You will also find these themes reflected in federal
standards now adopted across much of the country.
Textbooks in today’s classrooms often present the
Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and Bill of
Rights as documents tied primarily to the issues of the
eighteenth century, rather than as enduring principles.

There is also a growing emphasis on global issues—such
as the environment and multiculturalism—as central

priorities. And, notably, no mention of God.

a%&?'m
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So, how are these standards enforced? Quite simply—
through federally aligned standardized testing. If teachers
and schools want their students to perform well (and
receive increased funding), they are often requlred to teach
accordingly. Even the most dedicated and inspiring
teachers feel that their hands are tied.

George Q. Cannon would be deeply concerned by the
current trajectory, as he had already warned of unsound
theories being introduced into textbooks in the late 1800s.
He said:

“The books which are in our schools, and from which our
children are taught, contain theories that are unsound.
They are based upon false premises that lead to wrong
conclusions, and it requires the utmost care on the part of
parents and teachers to prevent harmful effects resulting
from education based upon such textbooks. There is
danger in education of this kind.”[28]

HUMANISM VS. THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST

“It is self-evident that on this scheme, if it is consistently and
persistently carried out in all parts of the country, the United
States system of popular education will be the most efficient
and widespread instrument for the propagation of atheism that
the world has ever seen.”[29]

—AL Al Hodge qunttd b) Ezra Taft Benson,

Wl‘l{l[ d()(‘_‘S [hiﬁ mean f()i’ our cuuntry ﬂﬂd ﬁ)l‘ our

children?

Latter—da_\,' Saint families desire for their children a
worldview that includes God. Parents strive to teach cthat
God created the earch, that He provided an eternal plan,
and that we are His children. But when we send our
precious oiﬁpring—enrru sted to our stewardship—in o a
humanistic learning environment for six to eight hours a
day, five days a week, plus hours of homework, it can
become Lonfus:ng for them, especially durmg the teenage
years.

Many begin o question:

« Did God really create the earth, or did it h.lppen bv

chance through some blg b.mg in the universe?

* Was I truly created in the image of God, or did I
simply ev olve from apes?

e AmIcrulya child of God, or is that just a hopeful

idea my [’rim:m,' teacher once t mght me?

» Was the founding of this country something divinely
gmded or merely the work of a few self-interested
?
men’

o Is God real? Because what I am sensing at school and
in the media is that Christians who care about God,
family, and country are often portrayed as narrow-
minded, Pre]udlced or intolerant.

And ﬂnally, if God is NOT real (as the world would have
me believe), then... what a relief—because it certainly
makes it easier to sin and do what I WANT without feeling
guilty.

Although we try to counterbalance the effects of this
humanistic environment through seminary, Elmliv home
evening, and scripture study, a great number of vnuth are
still bemg pulled away. So, what is a parent to do?

In October zo10 General Conference, Larry R. Lawrence

said,

“Challenges and temptations are coming at our teenagers
with the speed of a fre1ght train. As we are reminded in the
Family Proclamation, parents are respnmlble for the
protection of their children. That means spiritually as well
as physically.” He also taught, “What the world really needs
is courageous parenting from mothers and fachers who are
not afraid to speak up and take a stand.”[30]

What can we do?
Speak up and take a stand!

This new p‘lr’ldlgl‘l‘l shift may feel uncomforcable. It will
likely require greater sacrifice and a renewed commitment
to take an active role in our children’s education—but it is
P()sslblt any families have already taken chis step of faich
and chosen prmmple ~based alternatives for the education
of their children.

HOw DID WE GET DECEIVED?

Justasa gnnd magician uses distraction to keep his
audience looking in the other direction, so have
foundations and corporations used distraction to keep our
attention elsewhere.

The Lord has told us that “even the elect will be
deceived”... so the question is: how do we make sure that
we are not being deceived? The Lord has given us the
answer in the Doctrine and Covenants: “And again | will

give unto you a patcern in all lhmgs thac ye may not be
deceived: for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth

forth dtcewmg the nations.”[31]

~|
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The Lord has given us a pattern. He has given us the Book
of Mormon, which shows us the pattern of two great
civilizations that lived before us—right here on this
continent. They faced the same challenges, the same false
teachings, and the same stumbling blocks.

Speaking of the Book of Mormon, Ezra Taft Benson said,
“God, with His infinite foreknowledge, so molded the
Book of Mormon that we might see the error and know
how to combat false educational, political, religious, and
philosophical concepts of our time.”[32] Notice that
President Benson specifically mentions false educational
ideas.

History repeats itself, so the Lord, in His mercy, has given
us a warning for our day. Mormon wrote, “Condemn me
not because of mine imperfection, neither my facher
because of his imperfection, neither them who have
written before him; but rather give thanks unto God that
he hath made manifest unto you our imperfections, that ye
may learn to be more wise than we have been. 133l

Will the prophet ever tell us to take our children out of
public school? Probably not.

The Lord has told us that we should not be commanded in
all things: “For behold, it is not meet that I should
command in all things; for he that is compelled in all
things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant.”[34]

It is our duty to study the scriptures, understand the
patterns of history, and learn true and correct principles so
we can govern ourselves. Just as the Holy Bible brought
truth and freedom to those living in the Dark Ages, so the
Book of Mormon is a light unto us today.

We must read it and truly “liken” it unto ourselves, as

Nephi taught. [35]

The divine opportunity to raise :mcl educate our children is
a sacred stews: m:lshlp
taken lighdly. God is u)untmg b

So what do you think? Has the education system in
America fallen into the hands of an “obscure but tighdly
knit group nfprofe“innal social reformers.” as President
Benson warned? Their goal was [0 create anpll.mt people
who would not ask too many questions.
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And ye shall teach your children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
Deuteronomy 11:19

B y;}&s o

I have discovered something beauriful

about writing. When you do it with real
intent and seek the Spirit as your guide,
one idea will start o build upon the
next until che desires t)fyﬂur heart and
God's will are woven together in a
beautiful tapestry of thought.

I felt this divine connection when 1 was
writing about the history of education
in America, and I did not want the
inspiration to stop. So, as soon as the essay
as complete, I quickly i)penecl a new file

and L}ped the header:

Where do we go from here?

| l'mpecl in my heart that the inspiration would continue to
flow and that the Lord would reveal His instructions on
how to educate my children—effortlessly.

But unfortunately, the inspiration came to a stop.

I realized chat I did not have the answers—at least, not ver.
In fact, it would take many more years of searching,
readmg pondering, and petitioning the Lord before the
pieces of the education puzzle would hnallv come together
with clarity. Still, I was determined to move forward and
educate my children.

But appﬂrentl}j, God had different pl:ms...

He I'IEECIECI o educate me first.

DIVINE EDUCATION 101

Never in a million vears did | imagine I would
homeschool my kids. 1 grew up on the east side of Salc

Lake City in 2 community where the publm school
system was strongly suppurted.

Everyone in my immediate and extended family attended
public school, and both my grandmother and great-
grandmother were public school teachers. You can imagine
the shock—and even concern—from family and friends
when I told them I was going to homeschool my children.
They thought I had seriously lost it!

They simply could not understand why “Miss Public
School herself"—Senior Class President and captain of the
softball team—would choose anything other than the same
public school opportunities for her own children. They
were confused, sad, and a little upset—and honestly, 1
could not really blame them. I was precty shocked myself
that the Lord had brought me to this point!

I fele like a pioneer, leaving behind my old, comfortable
life and secting off into uncharted territory—without a
map. Fortunately for me, I met a few wonderful
homeschool moms, and I drew strength from their
experience.

I knew that I was supposed to embark on this
homeschooling journey, but the path was unclear. What
did teaching my children really look like? How would I
become the teacher God wanted me to be? How would I
pattern my teaching after Jesus Christ—the Master
Teacher? I imagined a beautiful classroom with a
chalkboard, vintage desks, maps, and charts covering the
walls.

Classroom learning was the only kind of “school” I had
ever known, and I assumed it must be the ideal
environment for teaching my children. But my vision for
the perfect “school at home™ kept getting tangled up in the
realities of motherhood and everyday life. I wondered how
I would ever turn that lofty vision into reality. I wanted to
give my children a “divine education.” but I did not yet
know what that truly meant.

So I prayed to know...

Apparently, God heard my prayers—because He enrolled
me in His divine education course.

The first semester was painful! If T had known the scruggle
God was about to put me through, I would have never
taken the course. The required prerequisite was Learning
Humilicy 1o1.

Apparently, God needs humble scudents. Humble students
are ready to listen, ready to learn, and ready to follow
where He leads. T could either choose to be humble, or @

God was going to humble me Himself—and He did.
Life handed me a bucket full of lemons, and suddenly

my world turned upside down. W%
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We had recently moved to Colorado with the promise of a
successful, well-paying job. We left behind our beauriful
home, believing it would sell quickly, and set off on a new
adventure. What we could not foresee was the economic
downturn waiting just around the corner.

Within months, the housing market crashed, and our home
dropped significantly in value. Any hope of reclaiming
equity disappeared, leaving us ﬁnanuallv upside down.

Then the problems began to compound. My husband’s
promising career was hit hard by the downturn, and he lost

his job.
We were broke—and almost broken.

We had no choice but to simplify and sacrifice wherever
we could: no more cable TV, no more eating out, no
vacations, and no shopping. Something interesting
happened when I had nowhere to go and no money to

spend
I had to start thinking about life.

Thinking about my existence and the purpose behind i, I
felt like the entire world was moving at an accelerated
speed—but my world had come to a stop. I began to
recognize every moment of my life. I was no longer rushing
from one appointment or ball game to the next. This was
uncharted territory for me. The canvas of my life became
clear, and T was finally still enough to listen. With a
humble heart and a quiet space, the learning began.

No, God did not roll out a chalkboard or deliver textbooks.
He simply began to teach me about principles.

More free time meant more reading, more studying, and
more pondering. Principles began to jump off the pages of
the scriptures, and I noticed people showing up in my life
to teach me the lessons I was ready to learn.

The first principle I learned (in a very real way) was the
power of prayer. I had always prayed in my life, but I had
never needed to pray in order for my basic needs to be met.
I needed to learn how to turn my will over to God—with
no strings attached—and I needed to learn quickly. I found
myself in sicuations where I cruly needed help. I needed
God to hear my prayers and to deliver me.

I needed divine intervention.

The financial strain we found ourselves in left our family
with very little money for groceries. I had to rely on
prayer “and trust in God that He would pr ovide for our

needs.

I watched the food in the pantry dwindle away and prayed
that, somehow, the Lord would provide.

Then, one day, a friend knocked on my door carrying a big
box of food and said, “Let’s make lunch and test some
recipes. You cook—Tll eat.” She left me with enough
groceries for the entire week. A few days later, another
friend called to tell me that a local grocery store was
having a buy-one-get-one-free sale. She explained that she
could not use the extra food and wondered if T could.
Almost magically, our fridge began to fill as my prayers
were answered through others. My heart begm to soften as
I witnessed God’s love for me. I started to learn the
principle of faith.

Real faith.

I felt graticude in my heart as I had never felt it before. As
a family, we knelt every night and poured out our hearts to
God in thankfulness for not forgetting us.

The next principle I learned was responsibility.

Our financial downturn left us with significant personal
and student loan debt. The weight was heavy, and with
limited income and compounding interest, I was unsure
how we would ever dig ourselves out of the hole we had
fallen into.

I have always tried to teach my children that when they
make a mess, it is their reapomlbjhtv to clean it up—and I
realized that I needed to live up to that same principle.
This was my mess, and I was responsible to clean it up. 1
read in the seriptures that all things are possible with God,
and I trusted that He would help me find a way to pay off
our debts.

I was beginning to grasp the beauty of the principle of
creation, and I dreamed up the possibility of creating and
designing my own recipe book. This was a big dream that
would require a lot of work (teaching myself food
photography and graphic design), but I felt inspired to
move forward. Throughout this process, I continued to
learn more and more principles. The countless late nights
taught me the principle of hard work. I learned to apply
the principle of sacrifice every time I had to choose
between buying butter and chocolate—or a much-needed
pair of shoes.

I learned the principle of hope... and then I learned about
love. I began to see life from an entirely different

perspective. It was no longer about money, status, or @
material things. I had built my life on those things before—g‘
and my world came crashing down. This time, I was
building a foundation on Jesus Christ.
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[ was laying a foundation of true and correct principles in
my own life. I could see that true principles were firm and
stEﬂdfast and they would never fail. My personal “empire”
could rise and fall, and it would not macter. I would alws yays
be left with a sure foundation if T stood on true Principies.
I could see God’s hand in my life, guiding me, and [ felc His

iﬂV(f f()l.‘ me.

I was beginning to understand that true principles are
eternal laws, and when we are obedient to those laws, we
receive biessings. In Doctrine and Covenants we learn,
“There is a law, irrevncahiy decreed in heaven before the
foundations of this world, upon which all blessings are
Pl’EdiLQlEd And when we obtain : any bieqsing from God,
it is b\ obedience to that law upon which it is

predltated [1]

No, the heavens did not open : and instancly fill my bank
account—but I learned to surrender my will to GOC' and
the l)iewmgs began to pour in.

This happened to be the same time Addy was struggling
with school, and I felc impreqqed to take her out. I often
found myself pondering education. What was the purpose?
What was the goal? Careers, status, money... or was there
something more? What is the purpose of life? What is the
vision for my own education? What is the vision for my
children’s education? What does it mean to be successful,
anyway?

Elder Larry R. Lawrence said:

“Would you be surprlqed 10 learn chat your success in life
depends upon how much light you gain while you are here?

Success is not about how much money you make or how
many medals vou win or how much fame you achieve. The
real objective of our existence is to gain iight."‘[z]

“That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light,
and continueth in God, receiveth more iight: and chat light
groweth brighter and brighter until che perfect day.“[}]

Money, status, honors, and wnrldl\, things brought me
ﬂeetmg happiness, but true joy came with the application
of the principles I was learning. 1 had become a seeker. 1
was reading out of the best books, studying my scriptures,
and learning and applying true principles.

Then it hit me... I was teaching my children.

I was becoming the teacher that God wanted me to
become! No, I wasn't standing at a chalkboard or giving
out homework, but I was living the principies that I was
learning—and my children were watching.

Jesus, the Master Teacher, did not give lectures and
worksheets to His students. He taught true and correct
principles throu gh His example and His stories. He showed
His students the way, the truth, and the light.

Alth()ugh I still did not fuiiy understand the grand vision
of a “divine education,” I could see that principles were the
foundation—and it made sense. True and correct

princ ipies would prepare my children for the most
important test they would ever take. Not st andardized
tests, not ACTs, not SATs, but...

z%fz- lest 8% (/y?

o @ o

“As you seek spiritual knowledge,
ey C(Z/Y.{ﬁ)/ /)f‘//?(//ﬁ/(. .

Principles are concentrated truth, packaged for
application to a wide variety of circumstances.
A true principle makes decisions clear even under
the most confusing and compelling circumstances.

It is worth great eﬁort to organize the truth we

O 57D,

gather into simple statements of principle.” |
— Elder Richard G. Scott
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I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
—Luke 22:32

. Q2SO .

One of my favorite heroes of the
New Testament is Peter.

Peter is real to me because he had
weaknesses. He also had a tremendous
love for Jesus Christ. He wanted to be
a good disciple, but he was painfully
aware of his mortal flaws.

The night that Jesus suffered in the Garden
of Gethsemane, Peter was overcome with
exhaustion and physically unable to stay
awake. The next day, Peter’s fears got the best
of him, and he denied Jesus three times. He
N  wanted to do what was right, but he often
stumbled and was forced to look at his own
painful shortcomings.

When the Savior’s mortal ministry was coming to a close,
He gave Peter some very poignant advice. He said, “When
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

Jesus knew Peter’s weaknesses, but He also knew Peter’s
potential.

Then Peter passed through the refiner’s fire. He witnessed
his friend, his mentor, the Son of God, falsely accused and
raised upon the cross, where He suffered and died. I can
scarcely imagine the pain and anguish Peter must have felt,
knowing that he had denied Jesus three times. Peter could
have walked away and given up, but he didnt. He
committed his life to Jesus Christ and began to work

on his own conversion.

When the resurrected Lord appeared at the Sea of
Tiberias, He called to His disciples from the shore. When
Peter realized it was the Son of God, he jumped from the
boat, without hesitation, and swam to Him as fast as he
could.

At that moment, Peter was ready to do anything for
Jesus Christ. He was ready to teach.

Jesus knows my weaknesses, but He also knows my

He was ready to serve. He was ready to sacrifice everything
for the Lord. He was finally truly converted. He was ready
to lead the Church and Strcngthcn his brethren.

I can relate to Peter in my life. Motherhood brings out
every weakness I didn’t know I had: fear, impatience,
physical exhaustion, overconsumption of chocolate, staying
up too late, sleeping in too long, and countless other
shortcomings. Yet, I want to be a good disciple of Jesus
Christ. I want to do what is right.

potential.

God knows the power of a converted leader; He also
knows the power of a converted mother. A converted
mother will strengthen her children and show them the
way back to God. George Q. Cannon said:

“It is an established fact that scarcely any great men ever
had a poor, weak-minded mother. If you read of the great
men of antiquity, or of modern times, you will find that in
almost every instance they have had great mothers, who
have molded and fashioned the minds of their sons
according to their own notions of greatness and sent them
forth to battle with the circumstances of life, like gods
almost.” [1]

Throughout his life, George spoke lovingly of his own
mother, and rightly so. She was, in fact, a converted
mother. She molded and fashioned her children for
greatness. Ann Cannon taught her children to love God
and study His word. As a mother of six children, she ran a
tight ship in her home. She expected her children to work
hard and to be obedient, but she loved them with all of her
heart and left behind a legacy of faith that would never be
forgotten.

When George Q. Cannon was 13 years old, John Taylor
knocked on the Cannons’ door in Liverpool, England. John
Taylor had married George's aunt, Leonora Cannon, and
this was the Cannons’ first acquaintance with him. John
stopped by the house for just a minute, exchanged family
news, and promised to return when George Sr. came home
from work.

As John Taylor was leaving, Ann Cannon looked at George
and said, “There goes a man of God. He has come to bring
salvation to your father’s house.” [2]

After hearing the good news of the gospel and reading the
Book of Mormon, the Cannon family joined the Church. @
The desire of their hearts was to leave England and -
gather with the Saints in Zion, but making the trip

from England to Nauvoo was an expensive dream.

Still, Ann was determined to find a way. W
2
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Ann was a Lhrlﬁ'\' houqekeeper and man.lged the fami ly
finances with great care. She knew that with a litdle
creativity and sacrifice, she could squeeze a few extra
pennies out of the budget. She set up a secret savings
account in order to start saving for the voyage (o America.

Ann cherished the idea of Zion in her heart, and she was
willing to sacrifice everything to realize this dream.
However, sometimes the Lord gives, and sometimes He
takes away. While Ann was busv saving money and making
prepar’llmnﬁ she recelvec] a distinct i impression from the
at she would not live to see the

shores Uf‘America.

This heartbreaking revelation did not change the desire of
Ann’s heart; in fact, it strengthened ic. She knew that if she
died while in England, her grief—stricken husband would
not be able to make the journe}' alone. So she preqeed
forward with faich, praying fer\«entlv to know God's will.
She trusted and allowed Him to take care of the details:

she trusted that He would take care of her precious
children after she was gone.

Ann Cannon could have cowered in fear or ch:mged her
plans, but she moved forward with ﬁlith—setting her house
in order, raising the needed money, and making
preparations.

After two years, the Cannon family was finally ready to set
sail across the Aclantic Ocean. The\,' boarded the shlp
bufney on ertember r7th, 1842. Ann Cannon was pregnant
with her seventh child, and George Q. Cannon (her oldest

S()l'l} was now 15 )'E:II'S Old.

Shortly after the ship set sail, Ann became very sick. Her
health declined rapidly until October 28th, 1842. Ann took
her last breath, and her courageous spirit slipped out of
this mortal world,

Her children and husband were heartbroken.

The Cannon famil) had sacrificed everything for the Lord.
Every semblance of a normal life was gone—their home,
cheir friends and f'lrmlv in anland and now... their
mother.

Ann Cannon was only given a short time to teach and
influence her children. Was it enough? Did she lay che
foundation of true and correct principles that would
propel her children to greamgss" By the fruics of her
children’s lives, the answer is YES!

Although Ann did not live to see Zion for herself, she
must have been proud as she watched over George.

=
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He went on to see many significant milestones in the
Church. He met the Prophet Joseph Smith in Nauvoo and
was mentored by John Taylor. He crossed the plains as a

ioneer, was one of the first missionaries in Hawaii, and
translated The Book of Mormon into the Hawaiian
language. He saw the early construction of the Salt Lake
Temple and lived to see it dedicated 40 years later. He
rubbed shoulders with Abraham Lincoln, served in the
U.S. Congress, became a trusted confidant ()fBrigham
Young, and served as first counselor to four different
Presidents of the Church. His voice spread far and wide
through the newspapers and books he published. He was
one of the most influential leaders, speakers, writers, and
businessmen of his day. He lived for God, and ultimately
he knew his divine mission.

Why?
Because his mother taught him.

I admire the faith of Ann Cannon. I want to mold and
fashion my children for greatness.

So, what was her secret?

She was converted.

The gospel was not a sideshow in Ann’s life.
It was her life.

George and his siblings had watched their mother seek the
establishment of Zion, seek the kjngdom of God, seek
learning, and seek wisdom. She was not seeking the honors
of men or the things of this world... she was seeking for
“things of a better.” [3]

Ann knew there was more, and she was willing to go out
and discover it. She was willing to sacrifice everythin
(including her own life) in order to seek the Lord and His
righteuusness.

As I learned more about Ann, I realized that in order to
influence my children in a deep and meaningful way,
conversion was the key. I had to be all in. God needed me
to fulfill my po[emml as a mother and a teacher. President
Russell M. Nelson reminded women about the i importance
of conversion in his talk, “A Plea to the Sisters.” [4]

“My dear sisters, nothing is more crucial to your eternal
life than your own conversion. It is converted, covenant-
keeping women... whose righteous lives will increasingly
stand out in a deteriumting world and who will thus be
seen as different and distiner in the happiest nfways.

B,
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So today I plead with my sisters of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints to step forward! Take your
rightful and needful place in your home, in your
community, and in the kingdom of God—more than you
ever have before...

Today, let me add that we need women who know how to
make important things happen by their faith and who are
courageous defenders of morality and families in a sin-sick
world. We need women who are devoted to shepherding
God'’s children along the covenant path toward exaltation;
women who know how to receive personal revelation: who
understand the power and peace of the temple
endowment; women who know how to call upon the
powers of heaven to protect and strengthen children and
families.

Women who teach fearlessly.”

Could I really teach my children fearlessly, even with all of
my weaknesses that so c.mlv beset me?

Jeek to é/v}gz ﬁ}ﬂlﬁ Zeon
Jeek /A‘e; gyf:s‘ (n/ the ﬁ}(}v?

Sech ye out pf the book of the Lird g

(j éeé 7 '{9’41" COUSTIESS

Jée/é_, (maf_ ye a‘éa/(/ﬁ}z(/ \ -.
Jeek wisdom

Jeek /eaﬂu}[zg;,
ever éy .s'mzé/y and also égﬁdﬁ

Jeek fﬁf'_,/ﬁv'(/ ﬁfy God

Seek, verb

To go in search or quest of;
to look for; to search for by going
from place to place. To inquire
for: to ask for; To make discm-'ery :
to endeavor to find...

Jéeéiye.e‘ﬁ&éz}gya{mz (fngfmé
and all these things shall be added wunto_yow

I wasn’t qualified according to the world’s standards. I was
too impatient and too unorganized. I stayed up too late
and slept in too long, and I could barely keep up with the
laundry. T was painfully aware of my weaknesses and
mortal flaws (just like Peter), but my conversion was
deepening, and I knew that if T was converted, I could
strengthen my children.

I was ready to seek the Lord and His righteousness.

I was ready to learn.

I was ready to teach.

So, when I heard the Lord calling me from the shore,

I didn’t hesitate...

I jumped.

Jeels ye out (/ the best books
C .

Jeek those /Az}(rges' whiclh are abooe

Jeek ﬁe(me

Jeek {)y'/é/'(g/ef‘

Jeek to (/0( 9'00(/
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George spent many long hours setting type for the printing
@[}p Millennial Justructor press. The work was tedious, but it sharpened his reading,
writing, and editing skills. He learned the art of printing
and publishing as he worked under the wing of his uncle.

ALl CANNON EISENACH - EDITORIAL THOUGHTS This experience proved to be an invaluable step along his
journey toward a divine mission. Acquiring the skill of
>0~ - printing and publishing would open doors for George to
“Therefore, whoso heareth these sayings of mine and use his voice in declaring truth chrough the power of the
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, who built press.

his house upon a rock.” —3 Nephi 14:2
§ et One year after the Cannon family arrived in Nauvoo, John

Taylor .u.compamcd Joseph and Hyrum Smith to Carthage
Jail. Tt was in Carthage Jail that the Prophet and his
brother were murdered at the hands of an angry mob.

John Taylor sustained a bullet wound to his thigh but
mira:.uloualv lived to tell che story. [3]

The voyage across the Adlantic Ocean
brought unimaginable pain and
heartache to young George. He
mourned deeply for his mother and
often wondered if he could go on
another day without her. Fortunately,
the seeds of faith planted in his heart
were beginning to take root.

George was heartbroken by the death of Joseph and
Hyrum Smith, the injuries to his uncle, and shortly
thereafter, the unexpected death of his father. The rains
of opposition continued to beat down upon George, but
he withstood every storm with unwavering faith.

As the oldest child, heavy burdens were
placed upon his shoulders. His father
depended on him greatly to help with the
' younger children as they continued their
journey toward Zion.

After Joseph Smith's death, persecutions increased against
the Saints. Eventually, George was forced to leave Nauvoo
with the Taylor family. He helped make the necessary
preparations and headed across the Mississippi into yet

When the Cannon family arrived in Nauvoo, a
. another great unknown.

" crowd was assembling at the dock. Among the
Saints was the beloved prophet, Joseph Smith. George
had never met or even seen a picture of the Prophet, but
he recognized him instantly through the Spirit. [1]

Maybe someday George would know the comforts of a real
home. But for now, the only “house” he would have for
years was a covered wagon, a tent in the wilderness, adobe
huts in the desert, work barracks in San Francisco, and

I can only imagine the anticipation and excitement 2 %
& p eventually grass huts on the beaches of Hawaii.

George felt when he shook hands with the Prophet of the
Restoration. Little did Joseph Smich know (or perhaps he
did) that this faithful young man would grow up to become
a devoted apostle and one of the most influential voices of
the Church to the world! George Q. Cannon’s love and
respect for the Prophet later led him, in his life, to
research, write, and publish one of the most
comprehensive biographies of the Prophet Joseph Smith
ever written. |2

Though he lacked the comforts of a physical home, the
Lord did not forsake him. His spiritual house was being
firmly established upon the rock of Jesus Christ.

My life seemed like a cakewalk compared to the challenges
George Q. Cannon faced, but in some small way, I felc I
could relate. After our financial downturn, our lives felt
uprooted. We rented, moved here, moved there, and then
moved again. At times, I wondered if we would ever have a

Now that the Cannon family was finally in Nauvoo, it was
2 ’ home to truly call our own.

time to build a house. George Sr. was a carpenter by trade.
He purchased the needed materials and got right to work.
In the meantime, George went to live with his aunt and
uncle, Leonora and John Taylor.

With every move, we let go of more and more of our
possessions. We sold the leather couches, the kitchen table,
beds, and countless other household items. The extra
money helped us pay the bills as we slowly learned the
principle of sacrifice. Our go.;l was clear: get out of debt.
No worldly possession was going to stand in my way—well P
. maybe just one. g.

It would be several more years before George Q. Cannon
would feel the comforts of a house he could call his own,
but he was grateful for this new living arrangement. He
kept himself busy working as an apprentice to his uncle,
John Taylor. Taylor was the editor and publisher of
The Times and the Seasons and The Nauvoo Neighbor.
B,
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A few years back, 1 had spoiled myself and bought a
brand-new, beautiful, oversized, old-world hutch,
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It had the most beautiful zmthuu:l cabinets and Li‘l(_rf\"'
wood paneling behind the shelves. I loved everything 'llmul
this piece of furniture! It made a big, bold statement in my
living room, with all my antique books ad()rning the
shelves. I just couldn’e let it go!

I made my husband (and the six other men required to life
it) clrag it around for me every time we moved.

I bargained with the Lord over this hucch. I told Him 1
could give up everything else, buc 1 begged Him to
PLEASE let me keep the hucch.

In the meantime, I was pursuing a big dream ()fcreating,
deeigning and photogr.lphing arecipe book. I love food,
and I love creating beautiful, colorful things. I thought this
might be the ticket to help my f'ﬂrruly get out of debt.

I put in hundreds of hours over two vears working on this
P &
project.

I realized that the onlv chance of making money with a
recipe book was to self'-puhllsh So, I went to the local
printer, laid out my pictures, and told him about my big
idea. He snickered a liccle when I told him I was going to
create and design the entire book m_\_'seii:

Then he was P.lmfuiiy honest about the time and money
the project would require and gave me a quote for $25,000.
I was crushed. I didn’t have $25,000, and taking out a loan
was not an option. I walked away heartbroken! How could
it be, Lord? I felt so inspired to pursue this dream! I went
home disapp()inted, set my idea on the shelf, and . . . went

back to the daiiy grind.

A few months lacer, my optimistic friend (‘vndi said,
“Have you ever thoughr about printing ind bidalcee ipe
cards? Your pictures are beautiful and bright and the
recipes are really delicious—ic rmght be worth a shot.”

I had never considered printing recipe cards, so I checked
on prlung—and it was surprisingly reasonable. Then the
creative juices really started to flow! We talked about
taking each chapter of the original book and turning it into
its own little 4" x 6" recipe book.

It might work! I could design the cards myself'—snrt,
punch, coil and create my own lictle books. I could be the
creator, the editor, the pul)iisher. I could be crazy!

Now, for the money . . . How would I finance this big
idea? I could design [he first three books and start my
own business, but I still needed $7,000 to pay for the

inicial printing—and I did not have $7.000.

SO

Shortly after these creative epiphanies began, I mentioned
the idea to my friend Christine. I told her about designing,
printing, and publishing my own little recipe books. She
felt it was an inspired idea—and like a miracle from
heaven . . .She offered to pay for the printing!

I couldn’t believe it—my heart almost burst with gratitude.
The pieces were finally starting to fit together! But how
could I ever thank Christine for her kindness? I didn’c have
a penny to my name, and I wanted her to know how much
this meant to me. She had opened a door that would finally
allow me to pursue the biggest dream of my life.

Then the Spirit nudged me, and the words came out. ..
“Can I give you my hutch?”

It was just a piece of furniture anyway—I had to surrender
it all. She graciously accepted, and I had nothing left—nor
a trace of my old life, not anything to remind me of some
future dream house.

The Lord gives, and He takes away, but He is crystal clear
about the reward. If T can set aside my worldly desires and
seek Him first, He has promlsed to build me a better house
—maybe even a mansion in heaven. I had to trust the
words of the Apostle Paul when he testified to the
Corinthians:

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him.” [4]

And I loved Him. I knew that a physical house was out of
the question—for now—but I discovered the blueprints for
the kind of “house” I was truly meant to build in the
Doctrine and Covenants:

“Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing; and
establish a house—even a house of prayer, a house of
fasting, a house of faith, a house of learning, a house of
glory, a house of order, a house of God;” [5]

This kind of house is not affected by market values,
inflation, or high interest rates. It won’t collapse in a storm
or wash away in a flood, but it will shape the salvation and
education of my children—providing the perfect classroom
for a divine education and the ideal environment for
teaching correct principles.

If God was the architect, I could start the building.
Together we set out to. .. @

Ostablish a howse.

ol
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@ (AL every needful thing; and establishr’)

And create an environment
for teaching true and
correct principles

a house, even a house of prayer, : A
a house of fasting, 43¢
a house of faith,
a house of learning,
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“The power of the periodical press is second
only to that of the people.”
—Alexis de Tocqueville

George Q. Cannon forged a path
through life with tremendous faith.
Every opportunity and experience
prmm:led him wich the education he
needed to fulfill his divine mission.
Volumes have been written about the
%" remainder of his life, but my intention is
i to simply show you that his Pqth was
inspired.

George spent his formative years mentored by

his uncle John Taylor. He often heard him

speak about the experiences and miracles he

¢ witnessed as a missionary, and George

4 anticipated the day he would be called to the
work as well. In 1849 this desire became a reality

when Brigham Young called Cannon to serve as one of the

first missionaries in Hawaii.

When George Q. Cannon and nine other elders stepped off

the boat into the tropical parqdlqe they were met with a
harsh realicy. The small Hawaiian islands came with
enormous challenges. It wasn't long before many of the
elders chose to leave—but not George. He was determined
to learn the Hawaiian language and fulfill his mission. His
faith and hard work were eventually rewarded when he
miraculnusly received the giﬁ oftt)ngues. Hawaiian words
began to flow through his mind as clearly as English, and
from chat day forward, he was able to communicate wich
ease.

George Q. Cannon became a powerful force for good in
Hawaii. He earned the respect of both royal dignitaries and
humble followers of Christ. By the end of his mission four
years later, he sailed back to America leaving behind nearly
four thousand converts to the Church.

When George returned to Salt Lake Ciry, he married his

sweetheart, Elizabech Hoagland The new couple had liccle

time for a honeymoon because George was called to serve
another mission for the Church. He pqel\ed up his bride

% and headed to San Francisco, where he would print and

publish The Western Standard, a newspaper aimed at

defending the Church and spreading the gospel. I1]

While in California, George also completed the Hawaiian
translation of the Book of Mormon and printtd the firsc
2,000 LOP1E§ After serving in San Francisco, he was called
to serve in the Eastern States mission. Upon returning
from the East Coast, he was called as an apostle at just 33.

George was then called to preside over the European
Mission :llongside two other apostles, Charles C. Rich and
Amasa M. Lyman. While in England, he became the editor
of The Millennial Star and continued to use his gift of
writing and pul‘:lishing to spread truth through the power
of the press. During this time, he also served as the
Church’s immigration agent, assisting thousands of
converts as they gathered from England to the United
States.

Charles Dickens, the famed author, became curious about
why so many people were leaving England for America and
joining the Church. Hoping to understand more, he visited
the docks, where he met George Q. Cannon and later gave
this description of him:

“A compactly made, handsome man in black, racher short,
with rich brown hair and beard, and clear and hright eyes .
prnhqblv a man who had ‘knocked about the world’
prLtt\/ much. A man with frank, open manner and
unshrinking look; withal a2 man of great quickness.” [z]

While in Europe, George Q. Cannon was elected to

serve as Utah Territory’s delegate and was instructed hy
Brigham Young to go straight to Washingron, D.C., where
he would represent Utah in the bid for stacehood. George
Q. Cannon became the face of Mormonism to Congress
and to leaders of the United States. He was a powerful
orator and boldly defended the Church.

Elder Orson F. Whitney said: “President Cannon was a
man of varied gifts and wide experience. A nacural
counselor, his eminence and influence, as such, were well
warranted... No man in Utah after the passing of President
Brigham Young wielded wich all classes so great an
influence as President George Q. Cannon.” [3]

It is an established fact that George was a mighty
instrument in the Lord’s hand. So, what would be the
capstone of his life’s work? In what areas would his talents
in printing and publishing be of the most value in building
up Zion?

Alchough George’s influence was felt around the world,
his heart was at home. After settling back into Utah in the
mid-1860s, he noticed the children in Salt Lake City were
becoming a litcle unruly. He worried the next generation 5;
was not being taught the principles of the gospel.
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His solution was to start a Sunday School program in a
local ward, which soon spread throughout Utah. George Q.
Cannon is credited with helping organize the Church’s
Sunday School system and served as its general
superintendent for the rest of his life. He once said:

“When I returned from Europe after filling continuous
missions for a long time, I felt there was an immense field
in Zion for the labors of the Elders... When I reflected on
the numbers of our children ac home, a burning desire
filled me to spend all my time [e.lehing them the principles
of the Guspel Upon my return in 1864, | org.mlzed a
Sunday School in the Fourteenth Ward, and others
followed d1reetly afterward.” [4]

George Q. Cannon felt deeply called to teach and inspire
the youch. His knnwledge—nf countries, books, history,
languagee religion, and gospel principles—made him
uniquely prepared to do so.

With his gifts for writing and publishing, the desire of
George Q. Cannon’s heart began to take shape. The focus
of his efforts slowly shifted away from influencing the
dignitaries of the world.

He was now l)eing called o influence a far more
impurt:mt audience:

;7736' ('/5.»%4‘(7@.

He must have felt che deep eternal love Heavenly Father
has for His children. Perhaps he pondered the Savior’s visit
to America—how He gathered the lictle ones, wept over
them, blessed them one by one, and how : angels encircled
them. The children, filled with che Spirit, spoke sacred
things too holy to be written. [5]

God has often used children to help bring about His work.
Joseph Smith was only 14 when he received the First
Vision. Mormon was ten when entrusted with the Nephite
records, and by 15 he led an army. David faced Goliath in
his youth. Josiah became king at eight. Joan of Arc received
heavenly visions at 13 and helped free France l)y 17. [6]

Children possess a simple faith—buc it is pnwerful. George
Q. Cannon knew he could help strengthen that faith
through his writings.

He heg-m £o envision a publiealmn for L'uter—cl'w Saint
children—a blank canvas where he could share stories of
history, science, and scripture.

He would be the creator. He would be the editor.
He would be the printer and the publisher. He would

gather talented contributors, but oversee every derail.

X
‘THE ‘POWER OF THE ‘PRESS [&%

He would call it The Juvenile Instructor.

Its guiding words would include Proverbs 4:7: “Wich all chy
getting get undersmnding,“ :llong with the mottos “No
Excellence Without Labor” and the Latin phrase Nil
Desperﬂnd um—"“Never despﬂir."

To make this dream a reality, George had to sell
subserip[i(ms. Determined to keep the Juvenile Instructor
free from advertisements, the price was higher than that of
typical publications. Still, he hoped and prayed that Latter-

day Saint families would recognize its value.

Cannon’s big dream came with a few setbacks. He had
Promised subscribers the first volume in the fall of 1865,
but obtaining paper proved difficulc. Wich no other
option, he purchased paper in California, causing delays,
and the first volume finally came off the press in January
1866.

Much of the initial expense came from George Q.
Cannon’s own pocket. He allowed families to pay “in-
kind,” which brnught an abundance of whear, fruit, and

vege[ables to the printing office—but very little money.

“The large quantities ()fproduce delivered at the Juvenile
office created a financial problem for the editor. He
disposed of these g(mds in two ways. First, suppliers and
printers were p:lid with what was called “chips and
whetstones,” meaning prnd uce with occasional ‘store
orders.” No one else was paid ac all. The writers, who were
friends of Brother Cannon, donated their services to assist
this noble project.” [7]

Even with these challenges, the lictle paper was prmled
twice a month, with George Q. Cannon as editor.

Not F()‘I' one year... not ﬁ)‘l’ en years... IJLHZ ﬁ)r 35 years!

The Juvenile Instructor encompassed the most beautiful kind
of learning, because it contained Gospel truth. Cannon
approached history and science through a worldview that
included God. He touched on grammar, chemistry,
get)graph}. cultures, manners, Book of Mormon sLetehes,
the life of Joseph Smith, Church history, poetry, music,
and the f()unding of America. [8]

I was humbled and deeply impressed by his vision—and
fele I needed to see it for myself.

We were living in southern Utah at the time, but when
my husband had to make a quick trip to Salt Lake Ciy, 1 &
found a babysitter, 'illpped away for the day, and spent the

afternoon at the Church Hlsmrv Library poring over
volumes of The Juvenile Instructor.
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If that wasn’t enough of a treasure, the library just
happened to be in the middle of a four-week exhibit
honoring George Q. Cannon—something I had no idea
about before arriving. The Church Historian’s Press had
recently released his journals online, calling it his final
great publication, and a small collection of artifacts was on
display for the public to see.

I leaned over the glass and saw, with my own eyes, a first-
edition copy of the Hawaiian Book of Mormon, original
copies of The Juvenile Instructor, photographs, and George
Q. Cannon’s personal journals.

There was something powerful about seeing words written
by his own hand.

I moved closer, trying to make out the faded lines. The
journal had been opened to a blessing given by Brigham
Young. In it, (Jcorgc was promised that as he took up the
pen, he would receive wisdom—that the Lord would
inspire him with thoughts and ideas—and that he would be
blessed in writing and publishing. [9]
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I stepped back and caught my breath.

I remembered a blessing I received at eighteen—nne that
hinted at a similar gift. A gift I hadn't fuﬂy recognized
until now...the gifr to write.

M'Wbe every step of my journey had been msptred May rbe
the time had come to remind others of George Q.
Cannon’s vision for education in Zion.

Maybe he wanted me o do it.

I could write a book... couldn’c I?

The LOI‘CI 1’13d 3lreac|y placed me Oon a Path—ye:lrs D'F

learning to write, create, design, print, and pul)lish.
It was a big dream.
But apparently, big dreams run in the family.

So, I grahbed a pen— (?’/?62-/ :F(.‘(R’/’i‘ﬁt/(’()- wrete:
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In our lovely Deseret, whero tho saints of God have met,
There's & multitude of ehildron all prownd; 4
They are genorous and brayve—they bave precious souls to
BAVE
They mnst lsten, and obey the gospel sound.

OHORTS,

Harlk! hark! hark! 'Tis ehildrons’ musie
Childrens' voless, O Liow swoet

When in innoeonce and love, like the angels op abova,
Thoy, with happy hearts, and cheerful aoes moet,

That the children miny live long, and Le beaatiful and
slrong
Tea nnd eoffee and tobaees, they desplise,
Drink no liquor aund they eat but a very litle meat:
They are seeking to bo great and good and wise,
CUlivrus,

They shonld b instructed young, how to wateh and guard
the longuae,
And their tempers train, and evll passions Bind:
They should always be pelite and treat overybody right,
And in every place be affable and kind,
Uhorus.

They must not forget to pray, night and morning, eyery

day,
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For the Juvenile Tnl

TIANDING OF
PILGRIMS.

THE angraving which we five berewith is knoy

[ anding of the Pilgrims.”  We presume th
JuvenoEs who ean read know something of the
1" They were Englishmen; but m;l accoun

i they could not live peaceably in their owi
;'E]:I:iiogppon};nw called them “Purit.ans,”'ns a nicknal
wero harrassed, annoyed and oppressed in Eng_land
resolved to leave their native land and seek Ill_;er 3
other country.  They mude arrangements to sail tg
put when they were embarked, and, as they thoughty
the point of sailing, officers came on bnarfi, w'f_m car]
off to prison. They treated them with indigni
they finally succeeded in reaching Amsterdam, the
city of Holland. This was probably in the fall or earl;
1607, They remained at that city abomt a voar, and 8

SOUL SCULPTORS.

A rrousan little sculptors 3
Are working, day by day,

To carve, with tiny chisels,
A block of living clay.

Each little stroke is given
To beautify or mar;

One grace adds every sculptor,
Or leaves an ugly scar.

Thine is the clay that's fashioned :
Oh, ever watchful be!

For every thought, a sculptor,
Carves for eternity.

L, Robinson, who was thois naskas. T
e ——————

Foy the Juvendle Instiuctor,
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IPUIERE are some persons who are in the habit of asserting
that it is impossible for those to gain a good edueation
who have to work hard for their living by manual labor.  Past
experience has, however, proyed to the contrary. - Many names,
might be mentioned, well known to the student of history, who
have gained the greatest renown and honor, as volers, or law
givers, as philosophers or writers, who have had to till the
ground, to labor in the workshop, or dig in the mine to support
themselves and those depending on them.,  But this excellence
was never aftained by these men in a few days or weeks, for
“There is no excellence without labor.”” Tt rvequired tine,
patience and perseverence to bring about the desived end.
There may be some in onr midst who have neither the time
nor means, to attend school.  Such ean open sehool for them-
selves, and when once opened never let them dose it.  Never
let an hour pass idly by; but improve every spire moment,
every unoceupied hour, and there are many such in the course
of & year in almost every one's life when their studies would
interfere with no duty. Of course n few hooks will he required,
_ eusy ones on the bianches that may bestudied.  Added to these
a dictionary to learn the meanin o and application of words that
may not be thoroughly understood. Then, again, to aid in

N CHURCH HISTORY
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| CHILDREN OBEY YOUXR
o PAREBENTS.
¢« | JT is more than three thousand years since the Lo
11

; commanded, through Moses, ‘‘Honor thy father and thy
mother;”” but Jesus, when on earth, repeated this command
| and in these days the Lord has, through the prophet Jesep

:ﬂ Smith, again said the same thing. In ancient times the Lorf]

¢ | ordained that when a son persisted in being rebellious againsf

v2 | his parents, after they had talked to him and pleaded with hig
1 & 1

\].1
d

ie

and tried to show him how wicked it was, that they should tal§
him before the elders of the church and tell them “'ha
bad, rebellious boy he was, and that the people should,

i

stone him to death. By this we can see how feaigs




George Q. Cannon began publishing The Juvenile Instructor in 1866. Through stories, editorials, and gospel
instruction, he strcngthcncd vouth and guided L attcr—dﬂ\ Saint families during a time when many were moving
toward a more secular education system. Cannon boldly taught the importance of keeping God, faith, and moral
truth at the center of learning, dedicating much of his life to helping families build strong spiritual foundations

through education. Below are a few powerful excerpts from his editorials in The Juvenile Instructor:

“Shall the Latter-day Saints, for the sake of a little filthy lucre, in the shape of taxes collected from those
who are not of our faith, put ourselves into bondage? Shall we deprive ourselves of the right to teach our
children the Bible and faith in our God? Is it for this that we have suffered ourselves to be driven from our
homes and to cross the dreary waters which led to these valleys? Is it for this that our Elders go forth for
years without purse and scrip to preach the gospel? Is it for this that the people are being gathered together
to build Zion? Our communities owe our children the education of the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the book
of Doctrine and Covenants and faith in God. Every child born of Latter-Day Saint parentage is entitled to
this, at least. God has put them in our charge to be taught these truths, and it will be woe unto the parents
who neglect this plain duty. This is the education for which we plead.”

— George Q. Cannon, Juvenile Instructor, March 15, 1884

“No people in the world ought to have a deeper interest than we Latter-day Saints in the question as to
whether religion should be taught in the school-room. Our very existence is wholly dependant upon our
religion. The most deadly blow that could be struck at our organization would be to deprive our children of
instruction in our religion. The prosperity and permanency of our society depend upon the thorough
instruction of the rising generation in its principles.”

— George Q. Cannon, Juvenile Instructor, August 15, 1886

“Education which leaves out God is destitute of all true value.
Satan is aware of the great power which a true system of
education gives to the people. He is, therefore, opposed to such
a system. He knows full well that a generation trained in all
true knowledge cannot be led by him, as they would be if their
education were neglected. He therefore stirs up all the agencies
under his control to do everything in their power to defeat the
purposes of God in regard to the education of our children.”

— George Q. Cannon, Juvenile Instructor, April 15, 1890

2259

30



®IVINE_GDUCATIONAL BIRTHRIGHT

Che Millennial Instructor

ALl CANNON EISENACH - EDITORIAL THOUGHTS

T 2o e .

O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter?
saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand,
so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.
Jeremiah 18:6

Now that The Juvenile Instructor
was coming off the press twice a
month, LDS families were richly
blessed by George Q. Cannon’s
inspired vision. At their fingertips
were uplifting church history
stories, science, and chemistry
lessons, Book of Mormon sketches.
@> American history, biographies,
! poetry, and music.

George Q. Cannon invited trusted friends
P and associates to contribute. Eliza R. Snow
> o frequently shared her poetry, and Karl G.
=~ Maeser wrote a monthly column for a time
" titled “Voices from Nature.” [1]

The Juvenile Instructor quickly became a
valuable resource for LDS families and a place
where Cannon shared his thoughts on life and education.
Though he served as an Apostle, The Juvenile Instructor was
a personal endeavor. He received no compensation from
the Church and remained deeply grateful to members who
supported his vision. In 1900, one year before his death,
Cannon sold the rights to the Deseret Sunday School
Union. Yet for the first 35 years, he served as editor,
developer, financier, and chief writer—a true builder of
minds and hearts. Of his vision, he said:

“We wish to make the Instructor so attractive to our young
readers that they will always prefer the truths which its
pages will contain to the fictions found in many papers
brought here from a distance.”

If we can inspire in them a love of truth and help guide
them in choosing correct paths through life, we will feel
that the mission of the Instructor has been a profitable
one.” [1]

The Juvenile Instructor became a treasure to children
and parents alike. Lawrence Flake recounts a story of
a young boy:

2209

He used to g0 down to the Juvenile office and wait as much
as an hour for the paper to come off the press. He would
then run home with his copy and listen attentively as his
mother read it to him. As a man, he reflected:

“I look back on my boyhood and remember reading many
things in the ju\«emle that left a lasting impression on my
mind... urge the Latter-day Saints to see that this valuable
magazine is in their homes. Tt is worth many times more
than its small price to have instilled in the hearts and
minds of their children the noble teachings found therein.”

That young boy grew up to become President of the
Church—Heber J. Grant. [3]

The Juvenile Instructor was originally printed in the same
building as the Deserer News, though it changed locations
several times over the years. At one point, it was even
printed “in-house” at the Cannon home.

In those early days, newspapers and Period icals were the
primary means of communication. Th()ugh intended for
youth, Cannon consistently used the Instructor to remind
parents of their sacred role in education.

As Utah’s educational landscape l)eg:m to shift—with the
rise of Protestant and district schools—Cannon spoke
plainly. In April 1884, he cautioned parents against
surrendermg their l’e‘\p()n‘\lblllt\' for their children’s
education. He reminded them that other faiths educated
their children within their own religious tradicions
that La[ter-day Saints should do the same. Cannon said:

“They (other religions) all have schools, and they all scrive
to make cheir pupils believe in their doctrines. There are
some who call themselves Lacter-day Saints who pretend to
believe chart this is not so, and chat Lhev can send their
children to these schools (free schools) without : any danger
of their losing their faith in the gospel.

“A Latter—d:ly Saint who does this is either unfit to be a
Latter—day Saint, or to have children. If he knows becter
and only pretends to believe that his children are safe
going to such schools, he is a hypocrite and unworthy to
have stz mdmg in the Church: but if, on the other hand, he
is 50 ignorant as not to know the cl'mger to which he
exposes his children bv sendmg them to such schools, he is
unfic to have the precious souls of children entrusted to his
care.

“No man of common sense, who will use his brains, can
pmslhl\ think chat these people come to Utah and open .ﬁ
schools merely for the sake of giving our children an

education. It is worse than folly to think so. Their object % ;

is to proselyte the children, to wean them from the

faich of their parents.” " 4] m
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George Q. Cannon’s editorial remarks became sharper as
he wacched the Saints remove their children from church
schools and enroll them in free schools. He warned parents
about the danger of a purely secular education. He warned
them not to sell their educational birthright for a mess of
pottage!

In his mind, the Saincs had already been given the correct
) 23
principles of education. The scriptures clearly teach how to
gain knowiedgt seek light and truth, become self-reliant,
and understand why we are here and where we are going!
The scriptures also ‘teach the purpose of our lite’s work
(hint—it is not all about making money). The Book of
8
Mormon teaches that, “The laborer in Zion shall labor for
Zion, for if they labor for money they shall perish.” [5
) A 3 P 5

But unfortunately money became the deudlng factor. The
Saints were unwilling to pay the small tuition requm_cl to
keep church schools afloat, and education from “learned
men” and the prospect of a well-paying job became the
focus of their educational goals.

Wilford Woodruff issued a statement in 1888, as the
President of the Quorum of the Twelve and as the
Chairman of the Church Board of Education. He gave
clear instructions to Stake Presidents on the formation of
church schools within each stake. This would be the Saints’
last opportunity to choose the “higher law” of education.

(See page 55)

Even though the counsel from the leadership of the
Church was clear... the Saints rejected the teachings and
continued to enroll their children in district schools. Jack
Monnett explains three reasons why they felt justified.

“(1) District schools, at least in rural areas, were taugh[ by
Lnt[er—day Saincs; (2) discrict schools were free; and (3)
LDS schools were unstable. Re:lf'firming the Church’s
official position, giving aid from the general funds and
lowering tuition fees, had not had any appreciable effect
on enrollments. Seeing that the Saints obvious choice was
to attend discrict schools en masse, the Church had no
alternative but to soften its stance against Public
education.” [6]

Just like Moses, who came down off the mount o give the
Israelites the higher law (which they rejected), the Prophet
had given the Saincs a “higher law” of education, which
they too rejected. So what did they get? The lesser law.

Apostle Abraham H. Cannon, George Q. Cannon’s oldest
son said during this time period: “We seem to be so
mixed up in the affairs of Babylon that when she goes
down, Zion will seriously be affected thereby...

Instead nfle'lrning the ways of God and wa lking in His
aths, we have sought to learn the ways of men, and walk
in the p.ll'i'l'i of men. We have looked after che golden calf”

[7]

Ac this poin, the Church sought ways to help strengthen
and preserve faich .llong'ude secular education. In time,
Seminary and Institute programs were organized to
Prowde ‘ipﬂ'll’u’li instruction and help counterbalance an
increasingly secular worldview.

You have prnbably heard the analogy of the f'rog in the
ketcle. If it is dropped into l)()iling water, it instinctively
jumps out. But if the water begins cold and the
temperature rises slnwl}-' over time, the danger is not
immediately recngnized.

I wonder... if the early Saints were suddenly c]ropped into
the public schools of t()clav would they 1mmed1.1[dv jump
out?

Would they be alarmed by a system passed down to their
posterity where prayer is forbidden, God is not mentioned,
scripture is excluded, moral absolutes are fading. and
parental influence is steadil}-' diminishing?

George Q. Cannon could foresee the potential dangers
more than 150 years ago. He was well read in scripture and
history, and he knew that this was not the first time God’s
people had sold their educational birthright for a mess of
pottage.

It happened in The Book of Mormon, when schools were
established under the direction of Amulon, (Mosiah 24) the
Nephites and the Lamanites g.lined the wisdom of the
world; yet, they “knew not God.” So how did we fall into
the same trap? Why did we accept an educational tradition
that “knew not God?”

In order to gain a deeper understanding, we have to take a
closer look at two of the main approaches inﬂuencing
education today. [8]

HEBREW VS. GREEK

The Hebrew approach is a scriptural model of education in
which the goal is not merely for the student to know what
the teacher knows, but to become what the teacher is. In
this model, knowledge is a l)y—prnduct. while the greater
aim is the shaping of characrer.

Do,

It is detply rooted in principles rather than mere
information. Parents bear the primary responsibility for
teaching and lead by example. Learning is {annl\—
centered, faich- hiled and intentionally connected
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to God and righttous living. m
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The Greek : .lpproach o education emphasizes the transfer
ijknnwledge, with students learning what the teacher
knows. It is largely based on cognitive input—the act of
putting information into the mind. [9]

In many ways, it is curriculum-driven and centered on
mastering facts, figures, and content that can be measured
through testing. Education becomes primarily the
rE‘iPOI‘lSlh[ll[’V of the state racher than che Emnl), and
spiritual formation is often mparated from the learning
process, leaving God largely excluded from the classroom.

When the early Saints enrolled their children in Pul)lu_
schools, they w1111nglv (but pranblv unknowingly)
embraced the Greek philosophy of education. They
e‘(ch'lnged a godlv education for one based on intellect and
eason. When Paul taughc the docrrine of Christ to the
Greekh, they did noc understand the pure doctrine of Jesus
Christ. Their wisdom had become a great stun‘lhling block.

[10]

So, do the Greek philosophies still affect us today? Is the
wisdom of the world keeping us from unders[.lndlng the
pure doctrine nf_]esus Christ? In October 2016 General
Conference, Quentin L. Cook warned the Saints:

“We know the Apostasy occurred in part because the
philosophies of men were elevated over Christ’s basic,
essential doctrine. Instead of the simplicity of the Savior's
message being taught, many plain and precious truths were
changed or lost. In fact, C hrmtmm[v adopted some Greek
philosophical craditions to reconcile people’s beliefs with
their existing culture. The historian Will Durant wrote:
‘Christianity did not destroy paganism; it adopted it. The
Greek mind, dying, came to a transmutated life.
Historically, and in our own c].lv some penple reject the
gospel of Jesus Christ because, in their view, it doesn’t have
adequate intellectual sophistication.

At the dawn of the Restoration, many at least profesaed to
follow the Savior's teachings. Many countries considered
themselves Christian nations. But even then there was
prophecy of a more difficult time for our ch Heber C.
Kimball was one of the original Twelve Apmtles of this
dl:spensnuon and First Counselor to President Brlgham
Young. He warned: “The time is coming when ... ic will be
difficulc to tell the face of a Saint from the face of an
enemy to the people of God. Then ... look out for the great
sieve, for there will be a great slfting time, and many will

fall.” He concluded that there is “...a TEST coming. ? |ax]

1 find it interesting that Elder Cook mentions the
philosophies of men (ﬂpf_'(_lht_.l”\' the Greek phll()‘i()phle‘i)

along with a test. What kind of a test is coming?

? A DIVINE_ GEDUCATIONAL BIRTHRIGHT

Do we need to take a look at the philosophies inﬂuencing
our lives, our families, society and the education of our

children? Could this be Part'mc the sif'ting?

Public schools today largely follow the Greek approach to
education, and even church schools are not immune to its
influence. ancl K. Packer shares an experience at BYU in
his talk, “Sp[rllual Orientacion.” [12]

“George Brimhall, having already served 19 years as

presldent of BYU, determined to establish a recognized
teachers Lnllege (1910). He had hired three professors: one

w1th a master’s degree from Harvard, one with a doctorate
from Cornell, and the other with a doctorate from
Chicago. They believed practicality and reiigion which
had characterized the school, must now give way to more
intellectual and scientific philosophies.”

When people began questioning the motives of these
profesmrq whether or not they were le'ldmg away the
hearts of the students, President Brimhall had a dream.
President Packer explains:

“He saw several of the BYU professnrs stand ing around a
peculiar machine on the campus. When one of them
touched a spring a baited fish hook attached to a long thin
wire rose rapidly into the air...

L 1ft1ng his eyes toward the sky he [President Brimhall]
discovered a flock of snow-white birds circling among the
clouds and disporting themselves in the sky, :1ppe:1rmg
carefree and happy. Presently one of them, seeing the bait
on the hook, darted toward it and gr.lbbed it. Inst‘mtly

one of the proicssurs on the ground touched a spring in the
machine, and the bird was rapidl}-’ hauled down to the
earth.

On reaching the ground the bird proved to be a BYU
student, clad in an ancient Greek costume, and was
directed to join a group of other students who had been
brough[ down in a similar manner. Brother Brimhall
walked over to them, and noticing that all of them looked
discour: lged and downcast, he asked them:

“'Whv students, what on earth makes you so sad and
downhearted?”

“Alas, we can never fly again!” they replied with a sigh and

a sad shake of the head.

Their Greek philosophy had tied them to the earth. They
could believe only what they could demonstrate in the
laboratory. Their prayers could go no higher than the
ceiling. fhe\ could see no heaven—no hereafter.” [13]

@
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A PIVINE_FDUCATIONAL ‘BIRTHRIGHT
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Presidenc Brimhall took immediate action and fired the
professors who were leading the students ascray with their

Greek philosophies.

Forty years later, one of the professors approached
President McKay in tears. He carried tremendous gmll
thrnughout his life for his actions at BYU. He knew that he
had led students away from God and pleaded for

ﬁ)rgiveness. l14]

Most well-intentioned people have never considered the
origins of education, but as Latter-day Saints, our divine
educacional blrthrlgh[ comes from the “Hebrew tradition.”
It comes from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Abraham was
the first “Hebrew.” His intelligence was superior to any

Greek philosopher because he was taught lw God Himself)

He learned astronomy, the secrets of the universe, natural
law, science, creation, mathematics, and everything
necessary for the salvation of mankind. Abraham was
blessed with an abundance ofknowledge and earthly
prosperity because he oheyec] the laws of God.

We know thac the glory of God is incelligence, and He will
assist us in gaining intelligence (and earthly prosperity) just
like Abraham, if we trust Him.

George Q. Cannon knew it! He tried to warn the Saints,
but they did not listen.

When people ask me, “How did we get this far off
course?” I shake my head and say, “Ic’s Greek to me,
but remember we still have our agency... The divine
educacional l)irthright is still ours.”

We still have the wings...

we il.lSl' need o remember

A{)m- ((() /L@

HEBREW -+ VS. = (QREEK

* Loyalty to God, Family, Country

 Core teachings: Bible and Holy Scriptures

» The Hebrew system is a scriptural model of
education where the goal is not merely to
transfer knowledge, but for the student to
become what the teacher is. The goal is to
shape the character of the student.

» Teach by love and example

« Context

s Principle-Based

+ Students are powerful (by divine design)

» God is the source of all true knowledge

s Educate the heart, mind, and spirit
¢ Prepare to serve and love God

» Honor God

Holy Ghost teacheth (1 Cor. 2:13)

* Loyalty to the State

* Core teachings: Writings of philosophers

 The Greek system emphasizes knowledge, with
students learning what the teacher knows. It is
primarily based on cognitive input—the process
of putting knowledge in—and mastering content
that can be measured through testing.

* Teach with knowledge and tools

¢ Content

e Curriculum Based

* Students minds are empty and need filling

» Philosophers are the source of all true knowledge

* Educate the mind (knowledge, facts)

* Prepare to serve the state

« Honors of men

» Mans wisdom teacheth (1 Cor. 2:13)
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“The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge;
and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.”
—Proverbs 18:15

. 2SO .

It has now been many years since I put my
elbows on the edge of the bed, fell to my
knees, and asked to have a meeting with
“The Principle.” Since that day, I have
come to know in a very real way that
God is real.

I have watched Him govern in
the details of my life.

The Apostle Paul testified that all things
would work together for the good of those

that love God.[1]

...and they have for me.

Not in an easy, comfortable, effortless kind of
way, but in a stretching, growing and learning
outside my comfort zone kind of way.

Many years ago, my anxious six-year-old daughter cried
uncontrollably when I dropped her off at school. Today,
she is a upablc and confident woman with direction, gifts,
and purpose. It has been humbling to watch God govern in
the affairs of her life. The right mentors, the right books,
the right classes, the right opportunities—and, honestly,
the right horses—seemed to appear at exactly the right
moments, gently guiding her along the path of her own
divine education. If T had not witnessed it myself, I
probably would not have believed it.

What once felt like a leap of faith slowly became one of the
greatest blessings of my life. I have now homeschooled all
of my children, with only my youngest still ac home
finishing out her high school years. Looking back now, I
can see the hand of God in ways I could not see at the
beginning. The fears that once felt overwhelming slowly
gave way to confidence, peace, and countless evidences that
the Lord truly cares about the education and direction of
our children.

Yes, it was a challenge to step away from the
world’s standard of education and put my trust

% in God, but I can now testify that it works.

I have seen it in my children’s lives, I have seen it in my
own life, and I have witnessed it in the life of my greac-
great-great grandfacher.

George Q. Cannon walked away from his formal education
when he was thirteen years old, but his self-education
continued throughout his entire life. He continued to seck
out the best books, seek learning, seek wisdom and develop
his gifts until he gained the knowledge and skills needed to
become a powerful influence for good. In speaking of
George Q. Cannon, Jerald Newquist said:

“There has been no other man in Utah who has shown such
marked ability in so many different ways as he has .. . The
broad educational views held by President Cannon cnmlc
him to be ranked as one of the foremost men, from an
educational standpoint, that Utah ever produced.” [2]

George Q. Cannon received a divine education because he
sought after it. His education did not end with a diploma,
titles or praise of the world, but with a divine mission...
...which he discovered and fulfilled.

As for me . .. I am still learning and still growing. For
many years now, I have been a homeschool mom, but that
title does not accurately describe what I do. My role is
probably better described as an intentional educational
mentor and director for my children.

I have learned that my job is more about mentoring and
directing than lecturing and requiring homework. I pray
about my children’s education, read books, ask questions,
seek personal revelation and then watch the Lord work His
miracles.

Trust me, I am not organized enough to be a full-time
teacher and honestly I don’t have to be! There are endless
resources, classes, mentors, instructional videos, books, co-
ops and opportunities available for my children. The only
real challenge is deciding what avenues to pursue because
there are so many wonderful options!

But the hub of learning is in our home, and it always will
be. God is at the center, and the Holy Seriptures are my
family’s textbooks. My husband and I have tried to be
intentional about the education our children receive.

Looking back now, I realize this journey was never just
about teaching my children. The Lord was teaching me,
t00.

When I first began homeschooling years ago, I stepped 4
into the great unknown without a map. I remember
feeling lost and overwhelmed, pleading with the Lord

to know, “Where do I go from here?” %
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After writing Education: A Ma nfﬁ’sm, I wanted Him o tell
me the perfect curriculum, the best method and exactly
what to do next.

So, I waited and waited . . .

But He didn'c . . . because there isn’t one.
Instead, He placed me on a Path of discnvering my own
divine mission.

We are all different. Our children are different. Our gifts,
talents and divine missions are different. There is no one-
size-fits-all education that works for everyone. We each
have to discover our own unique pa th...and God is
waiting to reveal it to anyone willing to ask Him—

and get to work!

I have drawn tremendous strength from George Q.
Cannon throughout this experience. Because of his
extensive writings I often feel as though he has personally
mentored me in matters of education.

Though we are separated by more than a century, | feel as
rhnugh I know him personally. I have felt him near—as
though he were quietly overseeing my efforts from another
time. I feel that deeply, and | hope to continue to honor his
legacy throughout my life.

George Q. Cannon had tremendous aspirations for the

3 and for his own children. Because of this
grand vision, he devoted the final years of his life to
teaching the children of the Church. He wrote some of the
first textbooks for Lacter-day Saint children and remained
the creative force behind The Juvenile Instructor until che

end of his life.

Education mattered so deeply to him cthat when Utah faced
upheaval over free schools, he decided to take matters into
his own hands.

He builc a schoolhouse out at the family farm, ook the
plunge, and became the intentional educational mentor and
director for his own children.

Or perhaps we can call it what it really is.

%@ A SUPERSTRUCTURE OF KNOWLEDGE

_ And it was. ..

George Q. Cannon was a homeschooler.

So what was his vision for education? In his own words he

said:

“Before Zion can achieve her true position, her
sons and daughters must be educated in the
highest and best sense of the word—not the

education of worldly wisdom, but the education
which has for its basis a_true knowledge of God
and of glorious principles revealed by Him in
these days. Taking this for the foundation, we can
build a superstructure of knowledge upon it that
will be grand and glorious.” [3]

The education he envisioned was not an education rooted
in worlcll_\_f wisdom, but:

(1) An education based on a true lmmvledge of God
(2) An education founded upon glorious principles

How was this type of education pnssihle?

I searched the scriprures and pondered his teachings. 1
studied education and the words of the prophets
concerning knnwledge, wisdom, light, and cruth uncil one
day, the pieces of the puzzle were sucldenly impressed upon
my mind.

I sawa diagram—l[ was pyramid—shaped with steps
aseending toward a divine mission. Its foundation was
buile with true principles.

Scriptures filled the steps as they climbed upward toward a
divine mission.

I couldn’t believe it! It looked like a blueprint for a divine
education! It was visual. Finally, something I could see! 1
quickly scribbled it into my journal and then iumped on
my computer and started to design it.

It was an education that honored God.

It was builc upon glorious prineiples.

It was a superstructure of knnwledge.
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Seeking a Divine Education

Q,‘. And if your eye be single to my glory,
A Divine Education will uphold .g..,‘ your whole bodies shall be filled with light,
g and there shall be no darkness in you;
the principles of ... .éq’ and that body which is filled with light
év . v comprehendeth all things. Intelligence
Responsibility Q Mission (light and truth)
N o £4% sk o God'k gloty The glory of God is intelligence,
Prayer thod i§ —= Family S or, in other words,
/ Real bt and Guth,
Agency L= Faith .
\ Wisdom and
i ‘pq’ Understanding

Increase in Knowledge

Learn line upon line
precept upon precept

Apply
true principles

Lay a firm foundation of true principles

Theory e Principle ® Doctrine e The Law of the Gospel

Faith Love Charity Repentance Responsibility Diligence Obedience
Hope | Knowledge Hard work Sacrifice Redemption Prayer Word of Wisdom | Agency
Kindness Humility Divine Self ; Virtue Marriage Family
Unity Patience Justice :;0%56‘/ M Golden Rule Second Mile | Integrity
Discipline Persistence Tithing Self-Government Forgiveness Preparedness Freedom
Mercy | Repentance Courage Ask, seek, knock Godliness Temperence Gratitude Loyalty
Industry Honor Creation Perseverance Self-Control Sharing Thrift
Rest Covenants God's will Perspective Purpose Respect Fasting Joy
Conversion | Stand in Holy Places Vision Self-mastery Longsuffering Z GW
Self-Reliance Accountability Stewardship Sanctification 7% té&
And every other true and correct principle taught in the scriptures GJMW

This diagram was my original design, first sketched into the pages of my journal after the pattern was
impressed upon my mind. I believe the scriptures reveal a divine pattern for learning, growth, and
purpose, and I would encourage you to seek it prayerfully for yourself.

In the following pages, I will explore this pattern and its application in greater depth.




%i% ‘IRUE AND (PORRECT “PRINCIPLES

* Am I secking God first?

» Am I governing my actions by true principles?
e Am I secking knowledge’

* Am I seeking my own divine mission?

¢« Aml u.)ntmu.llly learning and progressing?

Che Millennial Instructor
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= * 6’“—'\’(53 * = Children need a parent-mentor who will show them how

“E.YPCI’R’NCC has pmvm’ fhdl' no one can [(’dt‘h a o live by true and correct prmmpies.

principle with any success who does not practice it.”

s 2 PRINCIPLE-BASED STORIES
—George Q. Cannon

- e2js<o . Stories are powerful because they allow children to learn
principles through che lives of others. They help prepare
children to meet with those same prmupies in their own

-_ 3;‘52 The first and most essential part of a divine lives

education is to lay a firm foundacion of true
and correct principles. Psalms 11:3 staces:

A child raised on inspiring stories oi"cuurage, honesty,

. integrity, faith, prayer, gratitude, determination, and hope
“If the foundations be destroyed, what e Py e P

; will carry those principles throughout life.
can the rlghteous do?” < P P &

#1 Scripture Stories

God has given us the perfect collection of principie—hased
stories in the scriptures. Read them together as a f:lmiiy.
Discover the principles hidden within them, teach them to
your children, and heip the stories come alive.

If the foundations of a moral society
have been destroved, what can the
righteous do?

We can scart rebuilding.

#2 Your Stories

The l’e‘ip()n‘ill.)lilt\' to build a foundation of Your personal stories will influence your children in

truth ultimacely rests wich parents. L. Tom

powcrf'ul ways. Share your stories of faich, prayer, courage,
&~ Perry mught.

sacrifice, hard work, I'E"\p()l‘l‘\ihlill and hope. Help your

= ; B il Ik o children learn to make pnnupie—lﬂsed decisions through
eaching in the home is becoming increasingly important the experiences of your own life,

in mclavs world . . . Parents must resolve thac teaching in

the home is a most sacred and important responsibilicy.” l1] #3 Family History Stories

Children want to know where Lhev come from. Stories
about ancestors give children a sense of identity and

Our children are going to have a meeting with their
principles. How will they know right from wrong if they
have never been taught true principles? What does hr.)nuty
look like? Respect? Courage? Faith?

bdongmg They help them understand the SJLI‘I[’[LER
struggles, and triumphs of those who came before them.

#4 Hero Stories

Who are your heroes? George Washington, Joseph Smith,
Abraham Lincoln? Hero stories teach timeless principles
like courage, faich, sacrifice, determination, freedom, hope,
and love.

How can we train up a child in che way he should go when
the world is trying to erase so much of what is gnod"

We begm b\ laying a foundation of truth in a child’s heart
thruugh the Savior's most powerfui teaching methods:

A loving righteous example and stories.

#5_Fairy Tales and Fables

A LOVING RIGHTEOUS EXAMPLE Fairy cales and fables endure because of the principles
woven into them. Stories like The Tortoise and the Hare,
The Boy Who C ried Wolf, The Three Lictle Pigs The Ugly
Dl.l(_kill‘lg and Cinderella capture a child’s imagination
while te: thmg timeless truths.

Jesus taughe the principle, “Come, follow me.” He showed
His discipies the way l)y the example He lived.

hen it comes to the education and development of our &
Wi he ed d develop f
Chll:nin’ s si'i()g Id ask ourseires h“wh‘:‘lf; b, becc?me the first bricks of truth in a child’s heart through

e OV BRI EUR R CUMUPIE ORE CRILIECH Beee: righteous example and meaningfui stories.

oY, _ERETTHRN|

Foundation building is a iifeiong process. Parents can lay
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“A boy cannot be judged half so correctly by the
company he keeps as by the books he reads.” [1]

— George Q. Cannon
+Q2YS<O0+ =

If you were preparing to climb one of the
highest peaks in the world and a wise man—
who had recen tly returned from the same
climb—offered you his advice, would you
listen? He is willing to tell you about the
journey, what to look for, how to
overcome the chal lenges, and where to
find the most l)reathtaking views.

Seeking out the best books is a similar
concepr. It has been said that education is
the scruggle for perfectiﬂn. [2] The word

struggle implies that we are eml)arking ona
journey filled with difficult terrain. We can
either tread through che challenges of life on
our own—and learn the hard way
< learn from the experience of others.

Or we can

Seeking out the best books is like receiving a “Pass Go”
card and collecting wisdom at lighming speed. If the goal
of life is to gain km)wledge and incelligence, then seekin
out the best books will heip us accumpl ish that goal. So,
what are the best books?

SCRIPTURES

The fmly scriptures are the BEST of the best books!
Nothing will prepare us for the struggles of life more than
God’s word. We need to feast upon the words of Christ
every day.

The scriptures do more than simply teach us stories or
commandments. They teach us how to hear the voice of
the Spirit, how to recognize truth, and how to navigate the
challenges of life wich faith and wisdom.

“For behold, the words of Christ will tell you all things
what ye should do.” [3]

you have ever read? Make a list and share it with your

you and inspire you to begin climbing the mountain of

CLAssICS

What are the most transformational, heart-changing, eye-
opening, thoughc-provoking, wisdom-imparting books

children. Also ask the most influential people in your
life for a list of their personal classics.

That list may include biographies, poetry, stories, plays,
self-help books, history books, or New York Times
bestsellers. Be prepared to go seeking. The best books
contain light and truth and will help you recognize the
areas in your life that need a litcle work. Don’t be afraid of
the painful self-realization that may occur when you begin
reading out of the best books. The best books will stretch

self-mastery.

Also, read classics in your area of interest. What subject
lights your fire? Find your heroes and mentors in that
specific field. Read original works. Climb on the shoulders
of the great minds who have come before you and listen to
the Spirit teach and lead you along your path toward a
divine mission.

George Q. Cannon was an avid reader, and his advice to
the youth was to avoid overindulging in fiction books and
read healthy, sound literature.

“From constant reading of fiction, the truth becomes tame
and uninteresting... On the other hand, the reader of
sound, healthy literature is aided and strengthened by his
reading for each day’s struggle as it comes along His heroes
are real men and the evidence of whose existence is found
in the works they left behind them. He delights in the
lessons of history as well as in the noble achievements of
individuals.” [4]

— George Q. Cannon
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“Seek learning, even by study and also by faith.”
Doctrine and Covenants 88:118

. Q28O .

We have been commanded to seek learning
even by study and also by faich. This mortal
experience is our opportunity to become
like God. “The glm‘v of God is
intelligence,” or in other words, llght
and truth. [1] In order for us to gain
intelligence, like our Heavenly Father,
we must seek learning and increase in
light and truth. Learning is essential to
our progression. So, what does God want
us to learn about and what should we teach
our children?

Early Church schools focused on reading,
writing and arithmetic, along with scripture
study and character development.

READING AND WRITING

Moses 6:5-6 teaches that from the very beginning, God’s
p:.oplc were t.lught to read and write. Writing by “the
spirit of inspiration” was part of preserving truth and
passing it on to future generations. Learning to read and
write is far more than an academic skill—it is essential to
God’s work, helping us receive, preserve, teach, and share
truth.

“A book of remembrance was kept, in the which was
recorded, in the language of Adam, for it was given unto
as many as called upon God to write by the spirit of
inspiration; and by them their children were taught to
read and write, having a language which was pure and

undefiled.”
MATHEMATICS

Mathematics reveals the order, beauty, and precision of
God’s ereations. Through numbers, patterns, shapes,
design, architecture, and nature, we catch a glimpse of
the laws that govern the universe. Math teaches logic,

problem-solving, and structure, reminding us that God
is 2 God of order and intelligent design.
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God has revealed specific areas of learning in the Doctrine
and Covenants. In section 88, the Lord commands us to
seek learning in many different areas of life:

“Of things both in heaven and in the earth, and under the
earth; things which have been, things which are, things
which must shortly come to pass; things which are at
home, things which are abroad; the wars and the
perplexities of the nations, and the judgments which are on
the land; and a knowledge also of countries and of
kingdoms.” Here are some ideas:

e Theory, principle, and doctrine — Scriptures, words
of the prophets

* Things in heaven — Astronomy, planetary movement,
stars, light, galaxies, space, heaven, etc.

¢ Things in the earth — Biology, botany, oceanography,
plants, animals, birds, insects, agriculture

» Things under the earth — Chemistry, geology, rocks,
minerals, the table of elements

e Things which have been — World history, American
history, family history, Church history, past
civilizations, laws of nations, biographies of great men
and women

e Things which are — Current events, the state of the
nation, the world, and the family

e Things which must shortly come to pass — Words of
the prophets, scripture, modern revelation

e Things which are ac home — Family relationships,
work, cooking, cleaning, organizing, self-reliance, time
management, gardening, budgeting, establishing a
house of God

 Things which are abroad — Countries, cultures,
languages, arts, people

 The wars and perplexities of the nations — Wars,
history of nations, the House of Israel

*» The judgments which are on the land — The Book of
Mormon, covenant lands, freedom

» Knowledge of countries and kingdoms — Geography,
maps, laws, government

guide and include God in the process. You will begin to
see the wonder that unfolds when you begin to learn
out of genuine curiosity and a desire for truth.

@
Learning is a lifelong adventure! Seek the Spirit as your %
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things which have been,

“Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more perfectly

in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the
kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand;

Of things both in heaven,

and in earth,

and under the earth,

things which
much shortly
come to pass,

things which

are at home,

things which

are abroad,

the wars and

perplexities of

nations,

the judgements
which are
on the land,

and a knowledge also
of countries and of
kingdoms—

That ye may be prepared in

...... all things when I shall send
i ] : | you again to magnify the
AIHE;&LEC&J&?M /4 - calling whereunto I have @
; called you, and the mission >
with which I have

commissioned you.”

Painting - (RGN "The Second Coming,” % by Harry Anderson in 1969.
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“The ability to qualify for, receive, and act on personal
revelation is the single most important skill that can be
acquired in this fiff."[}]— Julie B. Beck

+Q24&< 0~ 2

Through personal revelation, God is

He desires to give us answers about
education (both our children’s
education and our own), our gifts,
talents, and divine mission, but He is
bound by eternal law . . . If we do not
ask, He cannot give. The formula for
\ receiving persorml revelacion is found in
Y the scriptures:

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall ﬁnd knock, and it shall be npened

unto vou.”

The first step is to “ask.” Be spec cific. Ask wich

faich, Here are a few examples:

» What do you want me to learn?

* How can I better serve you?

¢ How can I better serve others?

¢ What books do you want me to read?
* How can I be more efficient?

o What gifts do I need to develop?

* What's next for me?

» How can I invite the Spirit into my home?
e What do my children need to learn?
» How can I inspire my children?

o What talents do I have?

o Whart can I create to bless ochers?

o Where can I improve?
o Whart habits do I need to develop’.’
¢ What should I be seeking in my life?

\Vlllll‘lg -ll‘lC] Wi lllll‘lg o Cllrﬂ‘(_l' our p{l[l‘l‘i.

=
_BEEK PERSONAL ‘REVELATION é&%

The next step is to go searching for answers. This requires
efforc on our part. We must seek and knock. We pray for
help, listen to the Spirit, stud}' the scriptures, counsel with
mentors, and diligently seek answers to our questions. We
keep knocking—even if we have to g0 to the “fourth floor,
last door,” [2] as Dieter F. Uchtdorf counseled in the
Ocrober 2016 General Conference.

Learning how to access personal revelation is a critical skill
as we seek to teach our children and pursue our own divine
educacion. As we do this ourselves, we also teach our
children b\ E\ample how to seek revelation and gmd'mc
from the Lord in their own lives.

As we live worthy, seek righteous desires, and become
more speciﬂc in our questions, the channel of revelation
will l)egin to open. We begin to notice penple experiences,
and books crossing our path at jusc the right time. We
recognize the ° ‘ah-ha” moments when cruch suddenly
becomes clear. Liccle lw liccle, we learn o recognize 2 and
follow the quiet promprings of the Holy Ghost as He

dlr(‘_‘CLS our ll\"'t_!\.

President Russell M. Nelson has taught that personal
revelation is one of the greatest gifls God has offered His

children:

“Even more amazing than modern technology is our
opportunity to access information directly from heaven,
without hardware, software, or monthly service fees. It is
one of the most marvelous glﬁs the Lord has offered to
mortals. It is His generous invitation to ‘ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you,’ This cimeless offer to provide personal
revelation is extended to all of His children.” [3]

In recent years, President Nelson has repeﬂtedlv
emphqsized the increasing importance nfpersunal
revelation in our d‘l}'. In April 2018 General Conference,
he warned:

“In coming days, it will not be possible to survive
spiritually without the guiding, directing, comforting, and
constant influence of the Holy Ghost.” [4]

He also pleaded with us to “increase [our] spiritual capacicy
to receive revelation.” [5] More than ever before, we are
living in a time when we must learn to hear the voice of
the Lord for ourselves.

As parents, teachers, and disciplee of Jesus Christ, learnin
to seek and receive personal revelation may become one of
the greatest safeguards and blessings in our lives.

D
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“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a
man of understanding shall actain unto wise counsels.”
— Proverbs 1:5

Q2SO

Another essential component of

discovering your divine mission is

learning how to seck wise counsel.

None of us are meant to navigate life

alone. The Lord places people,

ooy ©  teachings, and inspired counsel in our

66 path to help guide us. It is important to
learn how to seek wise counsel from the

A Lord, the Prophet, and wise mentors.
2

Each source of counsel can help us
see our lives more clearly and make decisions
with greater faith and purpose. Take time to
ponder where you need guidance right now and
2 how the Lord may already be placing inspired
counsel in your path.

SEEK WISE COUNSEL FROM THE LORD

Learn to trust God. Pray often, and remember to counsel
with Him about the details of your life. The Lord cares not
only about major decisions, but also about the small daily
choices that shape who you become. He cares about your
education, your family, your gifts, your struggles, your
future, and the quiet desires of your heart. As we learn to
bring our questions, worries, dreams, and decisions to
Him, we begin to recognize His hand guiding our lives
more personally and more clearly.

Alma taught his son Helaman:

“Counsel with the Lord in all thy doings, and he will
direct thee for good.”[1]

Too often, we try to carry life alone when the Lord is
waiting to guide us. He desires to help us grow “line
upon line” and direct our paths for good.

BEEK WISE GOUNSEL [

SEEK WISE COUNSEL FROM THE PROPHETS AND APOSTLES

Study the words of the prophets. Seek counsel from the
scriptures and from the living Prophet and Apostles today.
Study and ponder General Conference talks in order to
hear the counsel the Lord has prepared specifically for our
time. The prophets can see dangers we may not yet
recognize and truths we may desperately need. Their
words provide direction, warning, encouragement, and
clarity in a confusing world.

As we prayerfully scudy their teachings, the Holy Ghost
can help us recognize answers to our own questions and
guidance for our personal lives and families. Sometimes a
single sentence from a prophet can change the direction
of our lives or give us the courage to move forward in faith.

The Lord declared:

“The voice of warning shall be unto all people, by the
mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in these last
days.”— Doctrine and Covenants 1:4

SEEK WISE COUNSEL FROM MENTORS

A wise mentor can be a parent, grandparent, church
leader, bishop, teacher, friend, or someone who has found
success in an area you hope to pursue. Wise mentors seek
God first in their own lives and encourage you to do the
same. They inspire you to become your best self, encourage
you to pursue your dreams, and set an :.x.amp!e worth
emulating. A wise mentor can help you cast vision for the
future, provide wisdom in times of struggle, and help you
recognize gifts and opportunities you may not yet see in
yourself.

As heartbreaking as it was for young George Q. Cannon to
say goodbye to his mother, it was ultimately her death that
gave him the opportunity to live with his uncle, John
Taylor. John Taylor was uniquely prepared to teach and
inspire George during his impressionable teenage years. As
an apostle and experienced printer and publisher, he
imparted the wisdom, vision, and practical skills George
would need to fulfill his divine mission. The people God
places in our path can profoundly shape who we become
and help prepare us for the work He has for us to do.

“Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be
wise in thy latter end.” — Proverbs 19:20 p.




T : ; A
“Hear counsel. and. rececve trstruction.
that thou meay est be wiese...”

— Sroverds 7920
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“Negfect not the gifr that is in thee.”
— 1 Timothy 4:14

God has blessed each of his children
with spiritual gifes, talents,
and abilities that have the power to
bless others, inspire beauty, honor
Him, and help build His kingdom.

5 Spiricual gifts are blessings and
abilities given from God to His children
through the power of the Holy Ghost, for the
benefit of those that love God.[1] We have been
commanded to seek earnestly the best gifts.

i~ “Covert earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto
1\ you a more excellent way. - 1 Corinthians 12:31

Every faithful member of the Church has been given at
least one spiritual gift—a gift cthat has the power to bless
your life and influence the lives of others. As you apply
true principles and strive to keep the commandments, you
will gain greater access to your gifts. Instead of coveting
worldly chings, we are encouraged to “covet earnestly the
best gifts” and discover a more excellent way. Spiritual gifts
are endless in number and infinite in variety. You can learn
more about spiritual gifts in Doctrine and Covenants
Doctrine and Covenants section 46.

God has also blessed each of His children with talents and
abilities that He expects us to discover and improve upon.
An important part of seeking a divine education is
discovering your talents and learning to consecrate them
to the Lord. Talents, like spiritual gifts, are endless in
number and infinite in variety, and many were developed
even before this life. Elder Bruce R. McConkie taught:

“Each person in this life is endowed with those talents and
capacities which his pre-earth life entitle him to receive.
Some by obedience to law acquired one talent and some
another.”[2]

Talents will often appear in the interests you naturally
pursue. What lights your fire? What comes naturally to
you? Make a list of your interests and study your

patriarchal blessing for insight. Seeking to improve
your talents is pleasing unto the Lord.

S,

“But with some I am not well pleased, for ... they hide the
talent which I have given unto them, because of the fear of
man. ... Thou shalt not idle away thy time, neither shalc
thou bury thy talent that it may not be known.™[3]

As you begin to discover your spiritual gifts and talents—
and improve upon them—you will become an instrument
in the Lord’s hands and do much good in this generation.

SEEKING SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Excerpt from The Millennial Star — April 23, 1894
By President George Q. Cannon
First Counselor in the First Presidency

Every man and woman in the Church of Christ can have
the gifts of the Spirit of God divided to them according to
their faith and as God wills.

How many of us are seeking for these gifts that God has
promised to bestow? How many of us, when we bow
before our Heavenly Father in family prayer or in our
secret places, plead for these gifts to be bestowed upon us?
How many of us ask the Father, in the name of Jesus, to
manifest Himself to us through these powers and gifts? Or
do we go along day by day, like a door turning upon its
hinges, without giving much thought to these things—
content simply to be baptized and members of the Church,
assuming our salvation is secure because we have done so?

I know that God is willing to heal the sick, that He is
willing to bestow the gifts of discernment, wisdom,
knowledge, prophecy, and many other gifts that may be
needed. If any of us are imperfect, it is our duty to pray for
the gifts that will help perfect us. If T am an angry man, it is
my duty to pray for charity, which suffereth long and is
kind. If T am an envious man, it is my duty to seek for
charity, which envieth not. So it is with all the gifts of the
gospel. They are intended for this purpose.

No man ought to say, “Oh, I cannot help this; it is my
nature.” He is not justified in it, for God has promised to
give strength to correct these things and to bestow gifts
that will help overcome them.

If 2 man lacks wisdom, it is his duty to ask God for
wisdom. The same applies to every other need. This is the
design of God concerning His Church. He wants His
Saints to be perfected in truch. For this purpose He gives
these gifts and bestows them upon those who seck after
them, so they may become a perfected people upon the
face of the earth, notwithstanding their many weaknesses, @
because God has promised to give the gifts necessary for
their perfection.

HEE5C
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in

heaven.” —Matthew 5:16

e SN

Once you begin to lay a foundation of
crue and correct prmuplee in your life,
and you are actively seeking a Jivine
edu Latmn—qeekmg knowled ge,

seeking out of the best books, seeking
personal revelation, seeking wise
counsel, and seeking your gifts—your
divine mission will begin to come into
focus.

You may find yourself asking, What is my
unique purpose? How will I change the
world and leave my mark? How can I use my

knowledge 'iplrltu’ll glfm and talents ro..

“ ..bless others and honor God.”

The Lord will reveal answers to you as you seek Him wich
patience, faith, and a willing heart. As we grow, learn, and
strive to follow Him, He gradually prepares us for the
mission He has in store. Divine mission is rarely revealed
all at once—it unfolds line upon line as we Detaine more

like Him.

You will know you are moving in the right direction when
the desires of your heart begm to Lh.mge—f'rnm wanting to
impress others to wanting to bless others, and from secking

the praise of the world to secking the glory of God.

There are infinite ways to bless others and honor God,
beginning right within your own home and family. Do not
feel chat you must do somelhmg grand to matter. Scart
small. Be humble. Seek God’s will, and He will use you as
an instrument to accomplish much g(md.

Allow the process to unfold according to the Lord’s

timetable. Be patient. Keep learning, keep seeking, keep
becoming—until your light breaks forth and shines
brightdly before men, and they “see your good works, and
glnrlf\, vour Father which is in heaven” (Macthew s5:16).

_BEEK YOUR aw)lVlNE ‘MISSION &%

Now that you have a glimpse of the principles thac make

up a divine education, I hope you feel inspired to begin the
journey for yourself. These prmupleq are more than simply
ideas about educ:ltmn—they are part of a higher pattern of

learning, growth, and bec coming that the Lord desires for
His children.

This book in your hands is a witness that this process
works. The Lord prepared a way that allowed me to learn
the skills needed to create it. He also placed the books,
resources, and information about George Q. Cannon into
my path in remarkable ways.

This project is a small miracle—a creation of the hearr,
from God, rhrough me, to you.

I feel chat chis book is a piece of my divine mission and a
witness that God can use the weak things of the world to
accomplish His purposes.

e $ o

Excerpt below from a George Q. Cannon editorial
published in The Juvenile Instructor

“Thousands of people breathe, move, and live—then pass
from the stz age of lile-and are hieard of no more: Why?
Because they did no lasting good in the world. No one was
blessed by them: no one could point to them as a
benefactor. Not a line they wrote, not a word they spoke,
nor a g(md deed they Performed could be recalled, and so
they faded from the memory of men. Of what value is such
a life? Ies POssessor 2 allowed the precious days of probatinn
(o pass lw ummpmved and their light went out in
darkness.” (original quote from Dr. Thomas Chalmers)

Children, you have a life before you; do not squander it
foolishly. Make up your minds while you are young to live
for s()methmg

Understand that you have a mission given to you, and be
determined to fulfill it worthily and well. Remember that
you cannot be truly great unless you are truly good, and
make it your constant efforc o do all the good vou can.
You may be young and not widely known, but you can
extend your influence through kindness, service, and
rlgh[eous example. Wherever you go, you can carry an
influence that will i inspire others with gnod resolves and a
determination to follow your example. Do this, and you
will write your names upon the hearts of your generation
in letcers that will never perish, and you will enter upon a
life of ever-increasing happiness and glory.

D

-George Q, Cannon, Editor
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Principal- prin-ci-pal — /prinsopol/ adjective

Definition of Principal: Chief; highest in rank, character
or respectability; first in order of importance; main.
Head of learning. One who takes the lead; the person
with the highest authority or most important position
in an organization, institution, or group.

Jesus Christ is my Principal.
He is your Principal.
He is the Firstborn of our He: avenly

Father, the highest in rank, character,
and respectability.

He is at the head of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and:

He is (r)m/}:zy.

When would be a good time to start
educating ourselves (and our children) wich
this glorious realization in mind?

Saincs from every d ispensation have looked forward to the
day when the Zion of our God would be established upon
the earth. Abraham “looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God,” and desired

“a better country . . . wherefore God is not ashamed to be

called cheir Gn&.”h]

Of all the things God has asked us to seek, we cannot
ﬁ)rget to “seek to bring forth and establish the cause of

Zion.”|2]

We know that the New Jerusalem spoken of by ancient and
acity sec on a

modern prophets will be built in America

hill, whose “builder and maker is God.”[3]

A city where every resource is l)ruught into the storehouse
of the Lord, so that ev eryone may benefit from the gifts
of others. A place where the cr: -aftsman devotes his time
to hmldmg n‘mgmﬁtent structures that honor God;

where the gardener cultivates flowers and
l)reathtaking gardens:

o8,

...where the musician creates music that inspires devotion
and love for God; where the woodworker uses his tools to
create exquisite works of art; where the horseman gently
whispers to God’s creations; where the farmer cultivates
vegetables, fruits, and grains; where the chef transforms
them into nourishing food; where the wise impart wisdom;
and where the writer uses words to touch the hearts of
men.

A place where people magnify their divine gifts and
celebrate the gifts of others—a city filled with abundance,
beauty, charity, and love, where God will not be ashamed
to be called their God.

...and where Jesus Christ will come and reign as King.
George Q. Cannon declared:

“We will now soon enter upon the Millennium. God has
told us this; and it should be the desire of every man and
woman in this church that their posterity may live, not
only for one generation or two, but throughout the entire
millennium. Let us lay the foundation now. Let us as
parents influence our children.”[4]

George Q. Cannon understood our potential as parents
living in the last days. He knew we could lay a firm
foundation, influence our children, and help prepare the
way for the Savior’s return. He said:

“God has reserved spirits for this dispensation who have
the courage and determination to face the world, and all
the powers of evil, visible and invisible, to proclaim the
Gospel, and maintain the truth, and establish and build up
the Zion of our God, fearless of all consequences. He has
sent these spirits in this generation to lay the foundation of
Zion never more to be overthrown, and to raise up a seed
that will be righteous, and that will honor God, and honor
him supremely, and be obedient to him under all
circumstances.”[5]

We have a great responsibility. We have been asked to lay
the foundation of Zion never more to be overthrown and
to teach and raise up a seed that will be righteous, honor
God, and honor Him supremely. So how do we do it?

The world is in commotion and men’s hearts are failing
them. Do we sit back and simply ride out the storm until
the Millennium comes and Satan is bound, or is there
something we can do now? George Q. Cannon taught:

“Satan only gains power over man through man’s exercise
of his own agency; and when Satan shall be bound, as the ’?
Lord says he will be for a thousand years, one of the great
powers that will help bring this to pass will be man’s
agency.
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The Lord has never forced men against their will to obey In October zo15 General Conference, Elder Russell M.
Him. He never will do so. If Satan, therefore, has power Nelson declared:

with man, it is because man yields to his influence.

Children can resist Satan. They can obey the Lord. They “We need women who have a bedrock understanding of
can be righteous. They can take a course which will give the doctrine of Christ and who will use that understanding
them power over Satan. And every child which takes this to teach and help raise a sin-resistant generation. We need
course helps brm;., to pass the fulfillment of the words of women who can detect deception in all of its forms. We
the Lord concerning the binding of Satan.™[6] need women who know how to access the power that God

makes available to covenant keepers and who express their
According to George Q. Cannon, we can begin this process | beliefs with confidence and charity. We need women who

now. We can teach our children to resist evil now. We do have the courage and vision of our Mother Evc.“l;rl

not have to wait until the Millennium to experience the

peace and joy God has in store for us and our families. We So, here’s to the women.

can choose to act and not be acted upon. We can step

forward as true diS(‘.iplCS nf]csus Christ and teach our Ma.\_r you have the cou rage and vision of our Mother Eve.

children fearlessly—right now.
Couragu to make decisions that may be difficult and

God needs a righteous people. A people who will honor require great personal sacrifice, but that will bless your
Him and honor Him supremely. He is counting on us to children and your posterity through all generations of time
lay the foundation of Zion and 18 and throughout all eternity.

prepare the way for His return.
We need an education to match
this mission. We need an education
like George Q. Cannon envisioned—
an education based on a true
knowledge of God and
glorious principles.

T 1t cworth the bite?

We need an education to usher
in the Millennium,

An education chat will

ultimately prepare our
children to have a meeting with...

Thretre t//m%?(r/
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June 8, 1888
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Brethren,

A Meeting of the General Board of Education was held today, and the subject of the
educational interests of the Latter-day Saints was take into consideration and discussed
at some length. It was less than five and not to exceed eight in number, should be
selected in each stake to take charge of and promote the interests of education in the
Stake. This communication is addressed to you to inform you of this action, and to
have you select energetic men who are friends of education, who understand the needs
of the people, and who have influence with the Saints, to carry out any suggestions in
this direction that may be deemed proper. In the decision which was made by our
Board it was made the duty of these Boards to take into consideration the formation

of Church schools and the best method of accomplishing this, and after arriving at
proper conclusions, to report them to the General Board. Communications of this
character may be addressed to Elder George Reynolds, who is the Secretary of the
Board. It was felt by the Board that, to begin with, there should be one Stake Academy
established in each Stake as soon as practicable.

We feel that the time has arrived when the proper education of our children should be
taken in hand by us as a people. Religious training is practically excluded from the
district schools. The perusal of books that we value as divine records is forbidden.
Our children, if left to the training they receive in these schools, will grow up entirely
ignorant of those principles of salvation for which the Latter-day Saints have made

so many sacrifices. To permit this condition of things to exist among us would be
criminal. The desire is universally expressed by all thinking people in the Church
that we should have schools where the Bible, the Book of Mormon and the Book of
the Doctrine and Covenants can be used as text books, and where the principles of
our religion may form a part of the teaching of the schools. To effect this it will be
necessary that funds be collected. The Church will doubtless do its share; but it
cannot carry the entire burden. The Saints must be appealed to. There are hundreds
of liberal-minded people among us who will be willing to contribute to this worthy
object when they find the subject is receiving proper attention, and that definite

and permanent arrangements are being made to establish academies of this character.

The brethren whom you select to form this board should be men of character and
integrity among the people, who will be able to use an influence in the collection of
funds, so that academies may be established, good faculties employed, and education

be made so cheap that it will be within the reach of the humblest in the land. After you
have made proper selection for this Board, the names of the brethren composing it
should be presented regularly at your Stake Conference as other authorities are, so

that the people can vote for them.

Very respectfully yours,

Wilford Woodruff
Chairman of the Church Board of Education

George Reynolds 54
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ADDY’S &TORY

Che Milleunial Iustructor

ORIGINALLY WRITTEN BY ADDY IN 2016 (AGE 14)
. -0 .

When I was six years old, T was excited to go to school. I
liked Kindergarten and was looking forward to first grade,
but first grade was not what I expected. The teacher gave
us a list of rules to follow, and I began to feel uneasy. The
school was big, and I felt alone. I tried co fit in with the
other kids. I thought they would like me if T wore the right
shoes (like the popular kids were wearing). I started to feel
anxious about everything. My teacher gave us assignments
in class, and I had a hard time reading the instructions. 1
was too scared to ask for help. I learned that students who
did well on their assignments got gold stickers, but I never
got a gold sticker. I felc more and more anxious every day. I
cried when my mom dropped me off at school; T didn’t
understand “hv I fele this way? My mom and dad told me
it would get better, but it never did. So, my mom prayed
about what to do, and she felt impressed to take me out of
school. People did not understand her decision, but I am
glad that she was brave enough to listen to her heart.

When I was young, I learned to love learning. I spent hours
and hours reading about horses. My mom also read books
to me, and we read the scriptures as a family. I learned a
lot of practical skills like how to gardm, cook, and bake (I
make the best cookies, just sayin’) Learning at home was
not like public school. T learned how to learn, how to think
and how to trust God in everything that I do. As I have
grown up, | have grown in the world but not of the world.

I have thought a lot about my own education and what 1
want to become. I have looked back on the lives of my
heroes to discover how they were educated. George
Washington, Joseph Smith, and John Adams did not attend
schools like we have today, but they had powerful minds! I
wondered why they were “able to think so deep and do such
great things? I discovered that they learned to trust God in
their education. They asked questions with sincere hearts
and the answers became clear to them. I wanted to do the
same. | wanted to become great in the eyes of God.

When I turned twelve, I joined a commonwealth school.
A commonwealth school is a community of families thac
learn together. It is not forced learning, there are no
grades. We learn for fun, we stretch our minds and
discover amazing things about history, mathematics,
science, Shakespeare etc.

I love it so much. We discuss important things, and we
can talk about God in our learning! We scudy classic
literature, and we seek out of the best books.

My favorite books I have read so far are The Hiding Place
bv Corrie Ten Boom and A Distant Prayer by Borrowman
.lnd Banks.

My learning experience is unique. I have watched both

of my parents pursue their dreams and become
entrepreneurs. They have taught me why it is important to
become a producer and not just a consumer. I hope to start
my own business soon (making polo wraps for horses). At
home I learn how to dream, create, and work hard. Now
that I am fourteen, I also go to seminary. I am lucky
because I get to go to seminary with some of my friends,
and T have an awesome teacher. I feel like T am different
than most teenagers, but I love it. I love standing out and
being bold. It confuses people. They are not sure where to
put me in their social scale. I don’t fit into that mold. T am
different. I am not trying to wear the right shoes (like I did
in first grade). The Lord is my Rock. I live to honor Him,
and I am happy.

I have also had an amazing opportunity to learn from a
dear friend named Linda. Linda is a retired university
teacher. I walk up to her house twice a week, and she helps
me with my grammar, punctuation and writing. She helps
me write essays and work on school projects. She is
amazing, and she inspires me. The Lord definitely blessed
me with Linda. She is truly talented, and she loves to learn.
I've learned that if you try to force learning it is not fun,
but Linda inspires me to love learning! She taught me how
to sew and helped me make a quilt for the hospital. Since
Linda helps me with my education I help her with work
around her house, cleaning and so forth. I love it because I
feel like I am earning my education.

The greatest teacher I am blessed with is God, second to
that is my mom. I just smile every time I think of the
education I have been blessed with. People always ask me,
“Do you ever wish you could go to real school?” My
response is, “Do you ever wish you could homeschool and
learn what you want to learn and have a scrong
relationship with God and your family?” As my dreams
become bigger my love for the Lord is growing stronger.
God is everything to me. He is my best friend! I want to
honor Him one day by being a mom, owning a ranch, and
training horses! I want to be a producer and use the
resources that God has blessed me with to bless others.
I know that when I am a Mom I will
homeschool my children. T want my
children to discover their talents and
gifts and find joy in learning, just like
I have. I love the words of the primary
song, “T'll go where you want me to go
dear Lord, I'll be who you want me to I
be!” I know that my education is
helping me to become who He
wants me to be.
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ADDY'S STORY—A PECADE SATER
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It has now been ten years since my mom published A
Meeting with che Principle. At the time, T was just fourteen
years old and beginning to navigate homeschooling as a
teenager. I cherished my unconventional education, which
included homeschooling, Commonwealth school, and even
a year at a private LDS school. Each season brought new
experiences, but my love for learning remained constant.
During my high school years, I achieved my dream of
owning a horse, launched an Etsy shop calied Red Rock
Polos, and worked at a local pizzeria.

By age seventeen, I was moving into a more serious scholar
phase of my education and felt ready to go deeper. T have
always loved American history, government, and the
principles of freedom, which led me o books and ideas
that expanded my understanding of the world. My
education from ages fourteen to eighteen was largely self-
directed. I set goals with my parents, but they allowed me
the freedom to help shape my own path of learning.
Although I did not receive a traditional high school
diploma, I continued pursuing an education that was
meaningful, well-rounded, and driven by passion and
purpose.

For college, I wanted a classical approach to higher
education and enrolled at John Adams College. People
are often surprised to learn that a traditional high school
diploma is not always necessary to pursue higher
education. In my experience—and in the experience of
many homeschool friends—there are often far more
opportunities available than people realize. My advice to

teenagers is to pray, dream big, and take ownership of your

education.
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If there is a college, career path trade or dream that
excites you, research the requirements and make a plan.
You may be surprised how many doors begin to open.

[ recently graduated from John Adams College, and I am
deeply grateful for the experience. My years there
strengthened my love for learning and gave me the
opportunity to qLudv great books, original sources, history,
government, and cimeless principles alongside e“epuonal
classmates and mentors. I also had opportunities to attend
conferences and travel to places like Washington D.C.,
Pittsburgh, and New York City, where I was able to discuss
ideas about freedom, faitch, and education with like-minded

people.

Looking back, I can honestly say that homeschooling never
limited me. Instead, it nptned doors I never imagined
possible. One of the highlights of my journey was bemg
crowned First Attendant for the “Days of *47 Royalty” in
2021, where I had the opportunity to represent my pioneer
ancestors and share my testimony and personal story with
others. Over time, I have come to realize that
homeschooling was, in many ways, a pioneering experience
of its own. It taught me to trust ‘God, think deeply, work
hard, and continue learning throughout my life.

My advice is simple: keep God at the center of your

education and your future. With Him, all Lhmgs are
Posslhle.

W Much love, Addy

P.S. I jusc got engaged! | found someone who loves books

as much as [ do, and | am so excited for this next chapter
of life and learning rogether.




Che Milleunial Iustructor

ALl CANNON EISENACH

In 2016, I launched Millennial Standard Press and
pu blished A Meeri ng with the Principle. Ac the time, I had

no ide:l Wl'l:ll' \-V()l.lld come next.

While ﬁnishing this book, I discovered something that fele
deeply meaningful to me: George Q. Cannon had begun
publishing The Juvenile Instructor in 1866—exactly 150 years
earlier. That realization stopped me in my tracks. I l'l"l(l
spent almost a year studying his life, his writings, and his
bold vision for educatmg the rising generation, and
suddenly the timing felt like more than a coincidence.

Cannon once explained that The Juvenile Instructor was not
created for financial reward, but because “a need existed
for such a paper as this, and the step was taken.” l1] Those
words stayed with me. I felc that perhaps a similar need
existed again—a need for families to learn in a way that
hrought faich, history, science, art, literature, and the
restored Gospel together in the home.

I heg:m creating a tribute publication called The Millennial
Instructor as I was able while raising young children. Ac the
time, each issue took nearly a year to complete. Every page
was deqlgned ind Nldu'ﬂlv in [’hmmhop—whuh back then,
didn’t even have spellghed\ It was slow, labor-intensive
work, often done in the middle oflms} da)s with lictle
hands constantly nearby.

After a pause during COVID, I was unsure if—or when—
I would [)egin again. Buc quietly, the Spiric kept working
on my heart. Then, in 2024, when my children were a lictle
older and the timing finally felt rlght I launched The
Millennial Instructor as a suhsulp[lon series.

Just as I was getting started again in the fall of 2024, I
received one of the greatest gifts of my life. A Cannon
relative I had never mer, who had heard about the work I
was clomg._ generously gdted me his personal collection of
Juvenile Instructor volumes. Each volume conrtained well
over a hundred individual issues bound t()gether spanning
more than fifty years—including the thirty-five years
George Q. Cannon himself served as editor (1866 1901).

You simply cannot put a price tag on a gift like that. Even
now, writing about it makes me emotional. The only other
place I had ever seen a collection this extensive was at the
Church History Library. And now, somehow, it sits in
my own home—where I can flip through the pages and
draw i inspiration from George Q. Cannon himself.

It felt like one of those quiet moments of serendipity chat
Heaven sometimes sends—one of those tender reminders
that the Lord is aware of the desires of our hearts and
quietly opens doors we never could have opened ourselves.

Looking back now, I can clearly see the Lord’s hand in the
timing, the delays, the learning, and the quiet unfolding of
this work. What began with one small book, A Meeting with
the Principle, has slowly grown into something far greater
than I ever imagined.

And perhaps one of the greatest gifts that time brings is
perspective—about work, motherhood, and what matters
most.

As the years have passed, and as I have continued raising
children, I have gained a much deeper compassion and
empathy for mothers in general. Motherhood is not for the
faint of heart, and homeschooling is such a deeply personal
decision for each family. Every child comes with their own
unique gifts, needs, personality, and way of learning and
growing. Every family situation is different.

Any small efforts toward truch, goodness, and intentional
learning are worth celebrating. Whatever the situation,
parents will always have the greatest influence within the
walls of their own home, and there is so much light and
goodness we can cultivate there.

My hope is that our efforts to
carry forward George Q.
Cannon’s vision through

The Millennial Instructor

will bless your family and
help make those teaching
moments a little easier.

With love and gratitude—
and cheers to the next
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Carrying the Cannon Family Printing Tradition into the Millennium




“Before Zion can achieve her true position, her sons and daughters
must be educated in the highest and best sense of the word—
not the education of worldly wisdom, but the education which has
for its basis a true knowledge of God and of glorious principles
revealed by Him in these days...”

-George Q. Cannon
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